
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 7th January 2022                                                                     Newsletter 16 

 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

 

Happy New Year and a huge welcome to all our new families that have joined Gagle 

Brook. It has been a wonderful two days with the children - the staff have thoroughly 

enjoyed hearing the children’s Christmas news and delighted in seeing how well the 

children have settled back into school life. 

 

Curriculum - News 

This term, we are excited to start our new enquiry question: Can we investigate? 

This question will have a whole school focus on Science. Mr Street set the scene on 

Thursday with a fabulous assembly focussing in on our One Planet Principles and how 

we can help create change. Children across the school from nursery to reception, 

took a ‘principle’ each to investigate further. We had tunnel and vehicle designing in 

the Early Years with a focus on Sustainable Transport right through to learning more 

about how we can save and use water sensibly in Year 3. All year groups will have a 

core understanding of Health and Happiness over the term and how we can continue 

to look after ourselves and those around us.  

We are looking forward to celebrating the children’s learning in our ‘Learning 

Showcase’ for parents at the end of term on Thursday 17th February 2022 at 2pm 

(this is also World Acts of Kindness Day so get ready for a treat!).  

 

             Achievements at Gagle Brook 

Here are our stars of the week based on our ‘hook days’ and 

we are looking forward to celebrating with them all on the 

Golden Table at lunchtime today! 
Nursery Tayyab - for coming back to school after a long break and having a big smile, a positive attitude and for being 

really curious when exploring the activities and classroom.  

Koby- for really exploring and investigating the cars, ramps and loose parts to make the most amazing road 
network around the classroom and inviting others to join him to work together to make it even bigger.  

Special well done for everyone for coming into school for the first time, or returning to us, with such positive 
attitudes, big smiley faces and for really caring about their learning!  

We are so proud of you all! 😀 

Reception Lucie – for creating a wonderful story map of Duck in the Truck 

Patrick – for his fabulous garage design and perseverance  

Year 1 Billy – for being a kind member of the class 
Gabi – for his amazing work on Hook Day 

Year 2 Aylin - for her knowledge and insights on hook day 
Jack - for his kindness to others  

Year 3 Ruby – really sensible and mature ideas 
Latoya – amazing effort to join in and produce her poster 

 

*Due to only being back in school for two days, our house points and attendance winners will 

be celebrated from next week onwards. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Values and One Planet Principles - News 

Our value this term is ‘Empathy’. Over the term we will have weekly assemblies 

and time in class to find out more about empathy and how we can demonstrate this 

in school life and beyond. We will use texts and circle times to support the 

children’s understanding of the value and will also link in our significant individual, 

Greta Thunberg, investigating her life and how she has made a difference. 

 

As part of our learning this term, as a school, we will also be discovering more about 

these One Planet Principles: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Routine 

Just a reminder that the gates will be open from 8.25am in the morning so that 

children are in school ready to start learning at 8.30am. The children will be enjoying 

mindfulness and handwriting activities each morning before phonics, therefore it is 

important that they are in school promptly to enjoy this with their class. Can I also 

ask, that due to the current situation, if you do need to chat with your child’s teacher 

on drop off or collection, please can you email into the school office or let Miss Hopkin 

know and she will pass a message on to the teacher or get them to give you a ring 

back as soon as possible. 

For Terms 3 and 4, I will be in teaching in the reception class on a Thursday and Friday, 
therefore, please do let Miss Hopkin know if you have any questions or concerns and 

I will get back to you as soon as I can. Please note that Mrs Izzo will continue to be 

available on a Tuesday and Thursday if you need support from the Inclusion Team.   

 

Government Guidelines 

I am sure you are well aware of all the latest Covid updates and the new variant which 

is continuing to cause great concern. The latest guidance as of Tuesday 11th January is 

that self-isolation should happen immediately as a result of a positive LFD test and that 

PCR tests are temporarily suspended. Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 

and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results 

are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be 

taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 

hours apart. This also applies to children under five, with LFD testing at parental or 

guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and the person does not  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

have a high temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second negative 

test result and return to school from day 8. 
As a school, we have planned ahead for different scenarios that could occur in the 

oncoming months. Please rest assured that we will keep in close contact with you at  

 

all times if there are to be any changes to our day to day timetable. In the meantime, 

we will continue to ensure that all areas of the school are well ventilated and cleaned 

regularly, staff continue to wear masks in shared areas and on arrival and departure of 

the children and that large group times are avoided. Please can we also strongly suggest 

that parents wear masks on arrival and departure of the school. 

 

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing the children back 

in school on Monday for another exciting week of learning. 

 

Best Wishes 

 

Mrs Holloway and the Gagle Brook Team 

Upcoming diary dates… 

January 
6th Start of new ‘enquiry question’ – Can we investigate? 
18th Winnie the Pooh Outdoor Learning Day 

25th Maths Workshop for parents 8.45am (Year 1,2,3) 
26th Australia Day 
28th International Lego Day 

28th Maths Workshop for parents (Early Years) 
Further information to follow about events 


