
Term 3 – Possible lines of enquiry – Value = Quality

Term 3 How does that building stay up?
Week beginning 7th January ‘19 14th January ‘19 21st January ‘19 28th January ‘19 4th February ‘19 11th February ‘19
Line of enquiry Diggers and

Machines
Building Materials Houses and Homes Towers/Skyscrapers Bridges Reflection week

Quality Text Non Fiction Link: Mighty
Machines Diggers Amanda
Askew

Non-fiction Link: The Day in
the life of a builder

Fiction: The House that Jack
built

Fiction: Iggy Peck Architect by
Andrea Beatie

Fiction: The Billy Goats Gruff
(EH has a copy)

Fiction: That Pesky Rat

Engage
Play
Explore
Remember
Enquire
What do our
observations tell us
about children’s
developing interests?

Visit a building site to see what
happens. Predict what might
be being built and talk to site
staff to find out what is
happening.
Read the children a range of
stories and poems about
buildings and homes. Talk with
the children about the
buildings and jobs people do in
the story and find out what
they know about them.
Record what the children say.

Look at the internet for a ‘fast
film’ of a building under
construction.
Bring in some examples of
building materials and let
children look at them and
touch them. Record what they
say and think.

Take a walk around Elmsbrook
to see the range of different
types of building.
Pose questions that provoke
discussion, talking and thinking
such as ‘What is the building
for?’ and ‘How did they build
it?’.
Listen to and learn songs about
building and buildings, create
actions to go with the songs.

Look at different pictures of
fantastic buildings around the
world and talk about what they
can see. How do they stay up?

.

Develop
Enhance
Do
Understand
Consolidate

Let’s find out – make a mind
map. What do we already
know about building things?
What do we want to find out?

Talk about our own homes and
bring photographs of them to
compare with each other.
Talk to people who live in
different types of homes, a
house boat, a tower block, a
caravan, a cottage and a new
build. What is it like to live in a
home like that? Ask questions
that have been carefully
thought through beforehand.

Use the internet to find
pictures of different types of
buildings and of construction
vehicles, like cranes and
diggers. Talk about what the
different machines do.

Look at a range of fantastic
buildings and bridges from
around the world. Talk about
them and explain if they like
them or not and why.

Innovate
Apply
Challenge
Collaborate
Enhance

A large delivery of cardboard
boxes arrives. What shall we
make? What shall we use to
join them? How tall can we
make our building, tower or
bridge?

A letter arrives from the Three
Little Pigs asking for help to
build a house that the Big Bad
Wolf cannot blow down. How
can we help them? What could
we use?

A set of mysterious keys are
left in the construction area
with a note attached saying,
‘How can we get the keys back
to their owner? ‘What might
the keys open?’

Express
Express
Evaluate
Reflect
Communicate

Make a display of photographs
showing building and
constructing activities. Make
labels and signs for their own
displays.
Make mind maps to show
what they know about
different building materials.

Make simple charts to show
the different types of homes
people live in.

Make a class book about
different sorts of buildings
found around the world using
photographs and children’s
drawings.
Create a structure on a large
scale, bringing all their
experiences, knowledge and
learning together.

Create an exhibition of the
model towers, bridges and
buildings that the children
have made and invite
parents/carers to view.

Invite a builder back into
school to find out what the
children have learnt about
building and structures.
Talk about their favourite
building using pictures and
images to describe it.



Possible Enhanced Provision – Value = Quality

Term 3 How does that building stay up? Enhanced Provision
Week beginning 7th January ‘19 14th January ‘19 21st January ‘19 28th January ‘19 4th February ‘19 11th February ‘19
Communication
and Literacy

Provide a range of books, stories and
story tapes about building and
construction. Read a range of stories and
poems on the theme of building.

Make up some songs and rhymes using
percussion and words about building
things.

Read the story of the Three Little Pigs
and make a collection of the building
materials they used. Re-tell the story in
sequence or act out the story using role
play or puppets.
Talk about the type of house they would
like to live in and describe what it would
look like.

Use different pictures of buildings and
houses to describe its features such as
my building has a tall tower, my building
has a pointy roof, my building is made
from metal.

Look at pictures of different bridges from
around the world. Think about and
discuss structures, For example, ‘How
was the bridge constructed?’ and ‘what
could it be made of?’. Document
children’s ideas, language and questions.

Maths area Place diggers in order of size and other
sorting categories such as colour, wheel
size and how many blocks it can carry.

Build a train track that joins up and uses
all the bits in the box.

Draw houses and towers using 2D
shapes that fit together.
Use a drawing app to create 2D fantasy
homes and buildings.

Build towers with bricks and blocks and
talk about height and balance. Use the
mathematical language of measurement
to describe towers such as taller, higher,
lower, shorter, wide, narrow.
Measure the height of different towers
using non-standard measures such as
hands, blocks, string, ribbon and other
suggested measures.

Bring together posters and pictures of
tall buildings/bridges and talk about the
size of the structures. Document what
the children say.

Writing area Write safety rules for a building site
based on their initial visit. Use
photographs from the visit to stimulate
their writing.

Take rubbings of bricks and manhole
covers – look at the patterns and shapes.

Look at a range of leaflets and brochures
for the sale of different homes. Make an
advert for their own home.
Make drawings and write about a fantasy
house that they would like to live in.

Write about the route taken on their
building walk and use maps and plans to
illustrate their directions.

Draw instructions for building a
woodland den using first-hand
experience as a stimulus. Add writing as
appropriate.

Small world
area

Create building sites on Tuff top, using
gravel, sand and pebbles and a collection
of small world construction diggers,
cranes and trucks to explore building and
excavation.

Use clay or modelling materials to make
small bricks and build walls. Try out
different ways of overlapping bricks and
making different patterns.

Create a small world of buildings,
towers, bridges, etc. using found
materials, blocks, etc.

Creative area Make a collection of the materials
builders use like screws, washers, door
knobs, foam bits and use it to make
prints and rubbings.

Look a brick patterns and make rubbings
of different textures and surfaces.
Make bricks using clay. Imprint patterns
onto the bricks using clay tools. Paint and
glaze when fired.

Investigate joining, using boxes, tubes,
card, cartons, polystyrene, different sorts
of tape, glue and other recycled
materials. Find out which glue and tape
stick different materials best.

Make small homes, towers and houses
using clay. Add details such as windows
and doors by cutting clay slabs.
Make a tower or bridge on a large scale,
collaborating and trying out their ideas.

Outdoor area Use wheel barrows, trailers and trolleys
to move building materials around.

As a builder to come into school to
demonstrate how to build a wall using
real cement and a few bricks.
Take a trip to Wickes to look at building
materials.
Use nails and hammers to nail wood to
an old box follow safety rules about how
to use equipment correctly.

Use crates, planks, tubes and boxes to
build large structures outdoors.

Pretend to visit the beach and make sand
castles.
Use climbing equipment both indoors
and outdoors to build structures to
travel around, under, over and through.

Visit a woodland and make dens using
natural and manmade materials.
Use natural materials such as twigs,
branches, pebbles, stones and logs to
make houses, towers and dens outside.

Sand/Texture
area

Explore textures of different building
materials including gravel, sand, bricks,
drain pipes, wood, etc.

Use plaster of paris and other modelling
materials to fill and set bricks with
different shapes.

Use a variety of containers of different
sizes and shapes to build sand castles.
Compare and contrast using
mathematical vocabulary – bigger,
smaller, higher, lower, taller, shorter.

Construction
area

Build large and small scale mazes using
blocks and Lego. Drive trucks, trains and
vehicles through the maze.

Use construction toys like Lego, stickle
bricks, Velcro toys and magnets to
investigate different ways of joining.
Use tools on a workbench following
safety rules about how to use them.

Use modelling materials like clay and
natural materials like sticks and cones to
build tall towers and skyscrapers.
Build tall towers and skyscrapers and
measure how high using hands, string and
ribbons. Make a chart to show whose
tower was the highest. Knock them
down!

Use large cardboard boxes, polystyrene
blocks, wood blocks and tubes to make
tunnels, bridges and ramps for trucks and
cars. Use positional language – in, on,
under, over, high, low, next to and
behind to describe where vehicles and
play people are.

Use a range of building materials such as
large cardboard boxes, pipe, tyres, ropes,
hoops, pegs, bubble wrap, blankets,
sheets and string to construct on a huge
scale.

Discovery area Make cranes with magnetic lifts. Explore
what materials and objects a magnet will
pick up.

Investigate a collection of materials that
are used for building. Talk about shape,
texture, size, etc. and sort by properties
for example, hard/soft, rough/smooth,

Explore transparent materials in free play
such as plastic sheeting, plastic tubing,
plastic cups, tape and bubble wrap.

Investigate different structures and how
strong they are using rolled up
newspaper and tape. Who can make the
tallest newspaper tower? How can we
make our tower stronger?

Watch a film about demolishing buildings
or towers – document children’s
comments, ideas and questions.

Water area Use guttering, tubes, containers and
drain pipes to build structures to help
children investigate how water moves
along sloping surfaces.

Make rafts and boats using different
building materials such as balsa, plastic
sheeting and plastic tubing. Explore how
many objects can be carried before the
boats and rafts sink.

Incorporate water into making buildings
outside for example, for mixing ‘cement’
or for moats or fountains.

Build bridges across water tray or Tuff
Tub using wooden planks, blocks and
other waterproof materials. Explore how
strong it is by moving different vehicles
across the bridge.



Role play area Set up their own building site outside
with wooden or plastic bricks, plastic
cones, hard hats, stop/go/danger signs,
yellow safety vests, tape measure, tool
sets, buckets, trowels, clip boards and
ride on lorries, tractors, trucks and
diggers. Talk about what happens on
building sites, what things are used for,
how things work and site safety.

Set up their own hardware shop with
tools, paint brushes, rollers, buckets,
brushes, large plastic bricks and
polystyrene ceiling tiles, etc.
Dress up in builder’s hats, reflective
waistcoats and make badges to role-play
being workers on the building site.


