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Dear Parent / Carer 

 

Value of the Term: Courage   
The quality of mind or spirit that enables a person to face difficulty, danger, pain, etc., 

without fear; bravery. 

I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the 

triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel 

afraid, but he who conquers that fear. 

Nelson Mandela 

 

This term we will be encouraging the children to become courageous. Can you help 

us at home?  

Speak of their brave as though they’re already there 
Use some of the following quotes…‘I know how brave you are.’ ‘I love that you 

make hard decisions sometimes, even when it would be easier to do the 

other thing.’ ‘You might not feel brave, but I know what it means to you 

to be doing this. Trust me – you are one of the bravest people I know.’ 

Give permission for imperfection 
Failure and rejection are often a sign that you’ve done something brave. Every experience gives new 

information and new wisdom that wouldn’t have been there before. It’s why only the brave ones get 

there in the end – they have the knowledge, wisdom, and experience that can often only be found when 

you land badly – sometimes more than once. Have a go at giving your child space for imperfection – it’s 

an amazing how much they will grow from this! 

Try something new 
Encourage your child to do activities that push them to the edges of their physical or emotional selves – 

drama, sport, music, etc. Anything that will help to nurture the idea that they are strong, powerful, that 

they can cope, and that they are not as fragile as they might feel sometimes. All of the above will help to 

nurture brave hearts. 

Be the example 
Everything you do is treasure in your child’s eyes. Talk to them about the times you feel nervous, or the 

times you’ve said ‘no’ or ‘yes’, when everyone else was moving in the opposite direction.  Talk to them 

about the times you’ve pushed through fear, exhaustion, sadness, anger, to do the thing that was right 
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for you. Talk about your risky ideas, the times you thought differently, did differently, and the times you 

felt small but did something big. Let them feel that the brave in you, is in them too.  

Encourage their sense of adventure 
And let them see yours. It is in the adventure that we learn new ways of being, thinking and 

doing. Whether it’s taking a different turn, trying a different food, going somewhere they’ve never been 

before, it’s all part of discovering their own capacity to cope with unpredictability and their own 

resourcefulness – and that is the fuel of the brave. 

And finally, let them celebrate their courage regularly 
Introduce a weekly family ritual – maybe around the dinner table – where everyone shares something 

brave they did this week. This is an opportunity to show them that courage comes in many different 

shapes and sizes and that even adults struggle with being brave sometimes. It’s a way to prime them for 

taking risks and doing things that they might not otherwise do – even if it’s just to be able to tell you 

about it.  

SUN SAFETY (repeat) 
Please help us combat skin cancer 

by teaching the children these five 

ways to protect themselves. We 

are more than happy to help your 

child administer sun screen during 

the day – we will keep labelled 

bottles on shelves above the sink. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT GBPS …  
Our Big Question is: Am I the fastest? and our value is: Courage 

Week 

beginning  
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theme 

My Body 
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Fun and 

Fears 

Celebration  

 

One Planet Focus for Term 6 

 

Bicester Carnival 
Calling all Ducklings and Goslings, we are planning on attending the Bicester Carnival on Saturday 29th June 

from 12:00 and join in the exciting walking parade. The theme is circus and we plan to wearing our 



beautiful jade uniform and wave brightly coloured ribbon sticks and hats throughout the procession. We 

would love you to join us - parents are very welcome to dress up in bright colours and walk with us too. 

If you would like your child to attend, please email the pupil services team at admin@gaglebrook.org.uk  

and we will then come back to you with more details. 

 

Special Dates 
Monday 10th June Gosling Visit to Bicester Library   13:00-14:30 

Thursday 13th June ‘Stay and Play’ for September Reception intake  13:30-15:00 

Friday 14th June Bumble Bees to Forest School   09:00-11:30 

‘Stay and Play’ for September Nursery intake  13:30-15:00 

Monday 17th June Duckling Visit to Bicester Library   13:00-14:30 

Wednesday 26th June IMPACT Phonics with Ducklings    08:45-09:45 

   Impact Phonics for Duckling Parents   19:30-20:15 (Catch-up session) 

Saturday 29th June Bicester Carnival Procession     12:00 onwards 

Wednesday 3rd July PTA meeting       19:30-20:30 

Thursday 4th July Sports Day – parents welcome   13:30 onwards 

Friday 5th July  Butterflies to Forest School    09:00-11:30    

Annual Pupil Reports home to parents 

Tuesday 9th July September Reception intake visit    10:30-13:00 (including lunch) 

 

Wednesday 10th July Optional Parent Consultation Evening to discuss report 

 

Friday 12th July  Butterflies to Forest School 

 

Saturday 20th July PTA Summer BBQ and Entertainment  17:00 onwards  

 

Monday 22nd July ‘Moving on Up’ Special Assembly – Parents welcome 

    

Movie Evening      17:30-19:30 

 

Tuesday 23rd July Final school day for children   

 

Eid ul Fitr 
Muslims around the world celebrated Eid ul-Fitr on Tuesday 4th June. Eid ul-Fitr, also called 

Eid al-Fitr, Id ul-Fitr, or simply Eid, marks the end of the month-long Ramadan fast. Muslims 

all across the UK enjoy lavish meals and celebrate together with family and friends. 

  

Pentecost – 9th June 
The Day of Pentecost marks fifty days since Easter Day and brings the 

Easter season to an end. It is a major feast of the Church’s year when 

Christians recall how God’s Holy Spirit was given to the disciples after 

Jesus’ ascension, empowering them to begin the work of making disciples 

of all nations.  
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Father’s Day – 16th June 
Father's Day is held on the third Sunday of June in the United Kingdom. It is a 

day to honour fathers and father figures, such as grandfathers and fathers-in-law. 

Many people make a special effort to visit their fathers or to send them a card 

or gifts. 

Summer Solstice - 21st June  
The summer solstice, otherwise known as the longest day of the year, is 

fast approaching, marking the return of brighter evenings, festivals, picnics 

and barbecues. It may feel like summer has already arrived, with 

deckchairs already out in parks and holidays booked, but technically 

speaking, the astronomical summer doesn't begin until later this month.  

 

Year One Class Name 
We are delighted to announce that after the Reception vote, the name of their 

new Year One Class will be Swan Class.  

 

Spare Clothes 
Could we please ask for any ‘school spare clothes’ to be returned and we would really appreciate any 

donations of joggers, leggings, t-shirts, socks, tights and pants that we could also add to our school 

emergency wardrobe  

 

School Attendance from 4th September 2018 
Nursery - Ducklings 92.00%  3.80% below the national average 

Reception - Goslings 94.36%  1.44% below the national average 

Our attendance figures continue to decline so please do all that you can to ensure that your child attends 

every session.  

 

If your child is absent because they are unwell, please let the school office know by email 

admin@gaglebrook.org.uk or telephone: 01869 228750 

 

IMPACT Session for DUCKLING PARENTS  
The Impact Phonics for Nursery parents will run on Wednesday 26th June from 8:45am until 

9:45am. Please remember that these workshops are non-negotiable for parents and carers of the 

reception children. If you are unable to attend – please send another significant adult for your child to 

work alongside.  

One World Week (w/b 24th June 2019) 
With a global focus for this week’s learning, the children will have the chance to engage with global topics 

and explore the links between their own lives and people and places throughout the world. We want the 

children to know they are part of a global community. Gagle Brook is blessed with children and families 

who represent different nations of the world – if there were any parents who would feel able to come in 

to school during the week beginning the 24th June to share something of their heritage and culture then we 

would love to hear from you.  

By including the global dimension in teaching, links can be made between local and global issues, and the 

children will have the opportunity to: 

 examine their own values and attitudes 

 appreciate the similarities between people everywhere, and learn to value diversity 

 understand the global context of their local lives 

 develop skills that will enable them to combat injustice, prejudice and discrimination. 
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Such knowledge, skills and understanding will help the children to think about how they can play an active 

role in Bicester and our shared global community. 

PTA Summer BBQ and Entertainment 
Saturday 20th July 2019 

17:00 onwards 

£5 per adult ticket (children free) 

Ticket price includes a hot dog or burger 

Offers of entertainment welcome (let Mr. Derry Know ASAP) 

Offers of raffle prizes welcome (please bring them into school) 

Please bring along outdoor/garden games to play  

Please bring and share salads and sides 

  

2018/2019 TERM DATES (repeat) 
Term 6  04 June -   23 July 

Staff Training Day 08 July 

Staff Training Day 24 July 

  

2019/2020 TERM DATES (repeat) 
Staff Training Day 03 September (Tuesday) 

Term 1  04 September -  25 October 

October holiday 27 October -  1 November 

Term 2  03 November -  19 December (Thursday)  

Christmas holiday 20 December -  06 January 

Staff Training Day 06 January 

Term 3  07 January -   14 February 

February holiday 17 February  21 February 

Term 4  24 February -   03 April 

Easter holiday  06 April  20 April 

Staff Training Day 20 April 

Term 5  21 April -   22 May 

May holiday  25 May -  01 June 

Staff Training Day 01 June 

Term 6  02 June -   21 July (Tuesday) 

Staff Training Day 06 July 

 

Mr Alan Derry 

On behalf of the Gagle Brook Primary School Team 

 

Please be responsible and don’t print me.  


