Dear Parent / Carer
Zero waste
Waste from discarded products and packaging creates disposal
problems and squanders valuable resources.
We aim to reduce waste, reusing where possible, and ultimately
sending zero waste to landfill.
We are now able to recycle our food waste and turn it in to compostable pellets – we don’t have our
compost station constructed yet so if you would like a donation of our pellets for your own compost bin
then please let our super site manager - Chris know.

IMPACT Session for DUCKLING PARENTS (repeat)

IMPACT play for nursery parents will run on Wednesday 14th November from 9:00am. Please save the
date and time in your diary and remember that this is a non-negotiable workshop for parents and carers of
the nursery children. If you are unable to attend – please arrange another significant adult for your child to
work alongside.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT GBPS …
This term our Big Question is: Why do leaves go crispy? On Friday we are going to take a walk to our
‘potential’ Forest School Site – please make sure that your child has wellies or other waterproof footwear.
Up until the Christmas holiday our learning will focus upon:
Harvesting down Autumn
on the farm
Treasures

Woodland
Animals

Trees

Christmas

This week learning has included:







The Firework Code
Subitising and Sir Seven
Estimation
Mindfulness colouring
Funky fingers
What am I good at
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Learning Autumn songs – Big Red Combine harvester, Autumn Leaves and One, Two, Three Little
Acorns

Resources Request
Please could we ask that you send in any used packaging that would be suitable for junk modeling such as:
small cardboard boxes, kitchen roll tubes, bottle tops, yoghurt pots and small plastic bottles. Please
remember that we are unable to use any items that have contained nuts.

Tax Free Education is LIVE!
How to apply:
1. Please follow the link: https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-tax-free-childcare
2. You will need to create a secure Government Gateway account, so please follow the instructions to
do this first if you don't already have one set up.
3. Once registered through the Tax-Free system, this will then generate a code number which you
will need to pass to the School Office to locate your payment.

School Attendance from 4th September 2018
Nursery Ducklings
88.99%
7.01% below the national average
Reception - Goslings
92.59%
3.41% below the national average
Both year groups have declined since the last report. Well done to Louie and Summer-Rose who have 100%
attendance since the start of the year.
If your child is absent because they are unwell please let the school office know by 09:15 by email
admin@gaglebrook.org.uk in the first instance.

Lunch Bookings
Please remember to get into the swing of booking your child’s lunch at least a week in advance. Reception
parents need to do this as well so that we can ensure they get the right choice of our wonderful school
meals each day.

School Photography
We are very excited that our very first Gagle Brook Primary class photos will be taking place on Monday
19th November. Please ensure your child wears a branded Jumper or Cardigan on this day. You will have a
chance to purchase your child’s photo in good time for Christmas and all orders are tracked on line and can
be delivered free to the school for distribution. More information to follow.
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Christmas Nativity Date
Preparations are underway for our Nativity Play which will be performed on Wednesday 19th December at
9:30am. We hope this gives you enough notice to book the time off work. Details of your child’s character
and costume suggestions will be with you ASAP. If your child has lines to say we will also send these home
so that they can practice until they feel ready to sparkle and shine.

Bicester Christmas Lights Switch On
1st December 12:00pm – 7:00pm in the centre of town.

Parent Consultation Evening
The team would like to express their thanks to all the parents who made the time to attend the parents
consultation evening. Please remember that if you are worried or concerned about anything please come and talk to
us at your earliest convenience as we would want these to be resolved as soon as possible.

OUT AND ABOUT
Our big question this term is great for getting us all out and about . As the weather
turns cooler (and wetter!) please send your child to school with a warm coat, a hat,
some gloves and don’t forget the wellies 

2018 TERM DATES
Term 2
29 October Dec. holiday 24 December Term 3
08 January -

21 December
04 January
15 February

Mr Alan Derry
On behalf of the Gagle Brook Primary School Team

Please be responsible and don’t print me.
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New voice for parents in Oxfordshire
The new Parent Carer forum for Oxfordshire will be launching on 8 November at the OXFSN ‘Better Together Event’.
The forum has been set up by a group of parents with children who have special education needs and disabilities (SEND)
to work with Oxfordshire County Council and the local NHS to help improve services for children with SEND.
As members of the National Network of Parent Carer Forum’s we will support the development of parent carer
participation, a process in which parents work together with professionals to make improvements to local services.
We believe that ‘Every Child Matters’ and that all disabled children and young people in Oxfordshire, should have access
to the same opportunities, experiences and information, as any other child.
Julia Stackhouse, Co-Chair of the Oxfordshire parent carer forum said ‘Our Vision is to be a well-informed, connected
and empowered community of families of children with disabilities or additional needs. We want to build links with as
many informal and formal groups both those of parents and professionals so that we can work in partnership with
health, education and social care to create quality services that meet the needs of all parent carers and their
children/young people’.
Stephanie Harrison, Co-Chair of the Oxfordshire parent carer forum added ‘If anyone has parental responsibility for a
child or young person with additional needs or a disability, who is aged between birth and 25 years old and lives in
Oxfordshire, please join us and share your experiences so that we can strive to improve services in Oxfordshire’.
The forum and its representative will aim to provide reasoned feedback and support to professionals and ensure young
people and their families are listened to.
For further information about the forum, please contact: Tel: 07394 735666
Email: info@oxpcf.org.uk Web: www.oxpcf.org.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/oxpcf/
Twitter: @OxPCForum. Instagram: ox_parentcarers_forum
Address: c/o OXFSN Slade House, Horspath Driftway, HEADINGTON, Oxford OX3 7JH
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Table 6.2.1 Term 2 – Possible lines of enquiry – Value = Respect
Term 2
Week
beginning
Line of
enquiry
Engage
Play
Explore
Remember
Enquire
What do our
observations tell us
about children’s
developing interests?

Develop
Enhance
Do
Understand
Consolidate

Innovate
Apply
Challenge
Collaborate
Enhance

Express
Express
Evaluate
Reflect
Communicate

Why do leaves go crispy?
29th October ‘18

5th November ‘18

12th November ‘18

29th November ‘18

26th November ‘18

Scarecrows

Harvest

Autumn
Treasures

Autumn
Treasures

Woodland
Animals

Read the children a range of
stories and non-fiction books
on the theme of autumn. Find
out what they already know
about the season. Document
children’s ideas and questions.

Arrange a visit to a local
wood and have a treasure
hunt to collect cones, leaves,
seeds, seed heads, pine
cones, grasses, conkers, twigs
and fruits to display and
observe. Make a collection of
natural materials found to
talk about autumn colours,
shape, size and texture.

Look at a range of pictures,
videos and slides of autumn
landscapes and talk about
what they can see. Make a
note of any questions asked
to build into the Develop
stage.

Become autumn explorers.
Take a walk around
Elmsbrook and Bure Park to
look for signs of autumn. Let
children photograph the
changes seen, hear, smelt and
touched? Explore leaf litter
under trees. What colour is
it? What does it feel like?
What does it smell like? Are
there any living creatures in
it?

Look at a collection of images
of different woodland
creatures. What do animals
do during autumn months?
Document children’s ideas
and questions

Listen to and learn songs,
poems and rhymes about
autumn and harvest.
Arrange a visit to a local
bakery to find out how bread
is made. Encourage the
children to talk about this and
ask their own questions.

Display a range of fabrics,
artefacts and pictures with
autumn scenes and colours
and talk about them, use this
area to document what
children know about autumn
and what they said.
Talk about ‘Harvest Festival’
what is it? Why do we
celebrate it? Invite April
Beckerleg to speak to the
children about her faith and
understanding of harvest.

Hold a bring your teddy
dressed in autumn clothing
and talk about the types of
clothes that are worn in
autumn and why.

The children arrive and find
that someone has left a basket
full of bread and some honey
with a sign saying, ‘please eat
me’. Where did it come from?
Who made it? Should we eat
it? How do we say thank you?
Make bread together and
share it with the children
adding jam or cheese spread.

A letter arrives from the local
farmer who is having terrible
trouble with the birds eating
his spring wheat seeds. How
can we help him? What could
we make?

Think about all the words
you can say to describe
autumn and document them
as the children talk about this.

Invite parents/carers to a
special harvest celebration –
include oral storytelling of
‘The Little Red Hen’ and
perform harvest songs and
poems.

3rd December ‘18

10th December ‘18

Woodland
Trees
Animals/Trees
Invite a forest school
practitioner into school to
talk about seasonal changes in
the woodland and to bring
some examples of woodland
treasures.

The trees have lost their leaves
and have sent the children a
postcard to ask if the children
have any ideas for decorating
them. What could we make?
What could we use? What
would we like the trees to look
like? What would make them
happy?
Make a display of photographs
or share a video of the
children being autumn
explorers.

Hang their made leaves and
decorations on trees in the
locality or grounds and take
photographs of them.

17th December ‘18

Reflection
week

