
 Communication and Language 

Our texts through much of this term will be based 

around life on a farm and animals in different 

habitats. This will provide lots of opportunities for 

group discussions and writing in different formats, 

such as letter writing, story writing and making 

information books with labels and captions etc.  

Role play areas will include an ice palace and a 

farm shop which will provide opportunities for the 

children to communicate in play. 
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Mathematical Development 

We will continue to work on securing a really good 

understanding of numbers up to 10 moving on to 

numbers up to 20. Looking at how we can 

represent numbers in different ways. 

We will look at familiar numbers and patterns like  

dots on a dice or dominoes, tally charts etc. 

We will start to look at questions such as, which is 

greatest or smallest? what is 1 more than / 1 fewer 

than? and what number will come next in a 

sequence? 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

We now move on to our new Jigsaw topic which is 

‘Goals and Dreams’. We will talk about perseverance,  

how to overcome problems, working together to acieve 

a goal and encouraging each other to do our best.   

We will also discuss our new Value of the Term which is 

‘Hope’. 

Physical Development 

Ongoing opportunities in the outdoor area will enable 

children to challenge themselves physically and develop 

new skills by exploring the space available. Building 

obstacle courses will help develop upper body strength 

by moving the blocks and planks into position, whilst 

creating opportunities for climbing, balancing and 

jumping etc.   

We will start to work on more specific skills such as 

throwing and catching, balancing, hoping etc throw 

games and planned activities. 

Fine motor skills are still a major focus, particularly 

ensuring children have a good tripod pencil grip.  

 

Literacy – Reading and Writing 

All children will have daily phonics sessions with 

Reception children being introduced to new 

sounds each week. We will now be learning more 

of the ‘special friends’ diagraphs and trigraphs, 

where 2 or 3 letters make 1 sound, such as ay, ee, 

igh, ow, oo etc. We will keep practising those 

tricky ‘Rotten Red’ words and working on the 

correct letter formation. (Please continue to 

support your children with these at home.) 

Reception children will start the term reading 

simple phonetically decodable ‘ditties’ every day in 

school, which will then be sent home. These are 

simple texts designed to develop the children’s 

confidence and enable them to practice using their 

phonetic knowledge to decode and read simple 

words and sentences.  

 Expressive Arts and Design 

The children will have free access to paints and 

other art materials on a daily basis, enabling them 

to use their imagination to create pictures and 

models. 

We will use a range of materials to make animal 

masks and puppets for role play and story telling. 

This will also enable the children to develop their 

cutting and sticking skills. 

Understanding of the World  

We will start the term with a ‘Frozen’ theme, 

observing and discussing ice, how it forms and 

melts etc. Can we speed up or slow down the 

process? Which animals can live in cold 

environments?  

We will also be looking at life on a farm, caring for 

animals, growing crops and the reasons that 

farmers do this. We will talk about life cycles of 

plants and animals making observations and 

predictions.  


