
 
Communication and Language 
This term we will be looking at a range of traditional tales, 

starting with ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ for Reception, 

and ‘The Gingerbread Man’ for Nursery, followed by ‘The 

Three Little Pigs’ / ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and many others. 

We aim to bring these stories to life with miniature scenes in 

our Curiosity Box, role play scenarios, small world and lots of 

creativity in the ‘making station’. We will enjoy retelling these 

well known stories and will also be comparing them to Fairy-

tales with a twist, such as ‘The Three Wolves and the Big Bad 

Pig’ and ‘Jim’s Beanstalk’.  

The children will have lots of opportunities for imaginative role 

play and story telling as well as making up their own versions. 

We will be making Wanted posters and writing speech bubbles 

along with letters and messages along the way.  
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

We now move on to our new Jigsaw topic which is 

‘Healthy Me’. It will focus on self-esteem and confidence 

as well as healthy lifestyle choices. This will look at 

keeping both our mind and bodies healthy with exercise, 

food choices, good hygiene etc.    

We will also discuss our new Values of ‘Trust’ and ‘Unity’.  

Physical Development 
As the weather improves we’re looking forward to being 

able to spend more time outside exploring, balancing, 

jumping, digging, bike riding etc. We will also start to work 

on more specific skills such as throwing and catching, 

balancing, hoping etc through games & planned activities. 

We will continue to do PE on a weekly basis and will be 

working toward the children in Reception getting 

themselves changed independently, so any support with 

this at home would be greatly appreciated.  

Fine motor skills are still a major focus, particularly 

ensuring children have a good tripod pencil grip.  We will 

do Dough Disco and other ‘funky fingers’ activities on a 

weekly basis which support fine motor development.  

 

Mathematical Development 
Daily counting takes place for both Nursery and Reception, 

using songs, rhymes and actions.  

In Reception we will continue to encourage children to 

explore numbers to 20 (for Nursery number to 10) in lots of 

different ways, playing games, using 10s frames & peg boards, 

collecting objects etc 

We will look at ways of comparing objects by size or weight, 

introducing related language such as bigger, smaller, lighter, 

heavier, taller, longer, shorter etc 

In Reception we will continue to look at simple addition and 

subtraction problems, using number tracks, counters and any 

other resources of interest, to help the children visualise and 

solve these problems. 

Literacy – Reading and Writing 

All children will have daily phonics sessions although 

the format of these may be changing with Reception 

children being introduced to simple phonics based 

reading tasks during this time. Once the children have 

read the text 3 times in school it will be sent home for 

them to share with you. Please remember we want the 

children to feel confident with their reading ability, 

these texts are not intended to challenge the children 

as we want then to ‘enjoy’ reading to you at home.  

Nursery children will still focus on developing their 

listening skills with stories and rhymes however they 

will also start to think about certain letter sounds, such 

as m, a, d, s and t with a new sound being introduced 

each week.  

We hope you are enjoying the ‘Share at Home’ story 

books that your children started to bring home last half 

term. Please ensure they are brought back into school 

on Wednesday or Thursday so we can continue to 

change these on a weekly basis.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

We will use a range of materials to make masks, puppets 

and other props for role play and story telling. This might 

involve making shoes for the Elves and the Shoemakers 

story or building bridges linked to The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff. 

We will learn new songs and experiment with different 

musical instruments.  

Understanding of the World  

Through our Traditional Tales topic we will discuss 

similarities and differences in our own lives and those of 

others and how it is important to respect the views of 

others. We will discuss family life and traditions that are 

important to us.  

We will continue to make observations about how the 

world around us changes as we move towards Spring and 

we hope to work on developing our ‘outdoor learning 

environment’ by planting seeds and watching them grow.  

We will use Mini Mash for topic related activities on the 

iPads and  will continue to raise awareness of the 

importance of privacy and safety online. 

 


