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Aims of the National Curriculum 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of 

language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written 

word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The 

national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

• conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for 

a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas 

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

Gagle Brook English curriculum Intent 

At Gagle Brook we intend to immerse the children in quality literature and develop a love of 

reading and writing amongst our children. We want to ensure all children become confident, 

fluent and passionate readers who can use the language and structures found in books to 

help develop as masterful writers and develop appropriate speech and language skills. In 

line with our school vision, we want the children to care about their learning and each other 

and show this through their efforts and support of others to become flourishing readers, 

writers and orators.  

Phonics 

We begin from EYFS through to Year 2 teaching reading through Read Write Inc to develop 

phonetic understanding whilst also teaching reading comprehension and writing skills as part 

of the daily phonics lesson. This includes a methodical approach to building phonetic 

awareness and understanding combined with segmentation and blending skills to support 

early reading. Supporting each stage of the RWI phonics program is a high-quality text for 

discussion and home reading books for children to develop their skills as readers outside of 

school. Children are regularly assessed to ensure they are making rapid progress and 

moving to the next stage of their phonics development when they are ready. 
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Reading & Writing 

As the children develop and build a fluent approach to their reading and have passed the 

phonics screening check, we introduce high quality text for whole class discussion, review 

and analysis. This follows the VIPERS approach to reading domains (Vocabulary, Inference, 

Prediction, Explaining, Retrieval and Summarising) where each of these elements is taught  

 

 

discretely and cohesively across a variety of whole class text and excerpts of text to continue 

to build the breadth of reading experience for the children (authors and genres). 

Even while children are still completing their RWI phonics learning, we teach our writing 

discretely but alongside reading a quality text and further supporting text. This involves 

immersing children in a text, with a “hook” and building the cultural capital required to access 

a particular text and the themes within it. Through a phased approach we explicitly teach 

children the grammar and linguistic skills required to develop as writers whilst sourcing 

language and stylistic featured from text they have read or are being read. The children then 

have multiple opportunities to practise their writing (either alongside a modelled and 

scaffolded piece by the teacher or writing independently) across a range of genres to embed 

learning and develop as more refined and sophisticated writers. 

Handwriting and spelling 

We believe that handwriting and spelling confidence and skills can be key to building 

enthusiastic writers and we therefore pay particular attention to these elements of the 

English curriculum. This begins with our RWI program of teaching and learning and develops 

into wider handwriting teaching and spelling using a continuation of the concept of all words 

being constructed of syllables and sounds that can be broken down and analysed and 

understood. By developing these 2 skills, we believe children have barriers removed from 

them becoming able and enthused writers. 
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Speech and language 

We also believe that speech and language (oracy skills) are vital to the implementation of an 

appropriate English curriculum. Whether through the purposeful performance of poetry or 

plays, sharing and discussing ideas and views effectively or careful choice of language by 

teachers and children in the classroom we value and intend to develop oracy skills as the 

children progress through out school so that they may have all the requisite skills to succeed 

in the outside world

 

Reading for pleasure 

Key to all our efforts to build strong and cohesive teaching and learning of English is our 

desire to build a love of reading and reading for pleasure. This comes from teachers, 

leaders, parents and the children themselves. We encourage reading at home (both the 

children and parents) to explore new text and genres, being read to by their teachers (every 

day, without fail – giving exposure to more than 50 text per year in KS1) and providing 

opportunities to read and celebrate reading throughout the school day (at break times, library 

lunches, reading clubs, hidden books, annual celebrations including author and library 

visits). We support parents to support their children in both their phonics development and to 

share a passion for reading, which we believe will have a positive impact on all our children. 
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Marking and Assessment  

We provide feedback to children in line with the marking policy with as much ‘in the moment’ 

marking as possible to close gaps before they become any wider.  

Teachers assess learning on a formative basis throughout lessons to provide immediate 

support and intervention when needed. Formal summative reading assessments are 

completed at three points during the year alongside assessment of independent writing. 

Outcomes of the 3 formal assessments are recorded on Pupil Asset.  

Equal opportunities 

As a school we endeavour to maintain an awareness of, and to provide for equal 

opportunities for all our pupils in English.  We aim to take into account cultural background, 

gender and Special Needs, both in our teaching attitudes and in the published materials we 

use with our pupils. This is particularly the case with our choice of literature we use, where 

we aim to offer a broad and balanced perspective of the world so that (as the Children’s 

Laureate says “Every child has the right to see themselves reflected in a book”). 

Children with special educational needs 

All children receive high quality inclusive teaching.  Where possible, we aim to fully include 

SEN pupils in the daily reading and writing lessons so that they form a core phonics 

knowledge and have access to the same literature.  There are high expectations for all 

pupils and all pupils have access to the same learning although, when planning, teachers 

may consider additional scaffolding or modelling for certain children to support them in their 

writing.  Resources are also provided to all children to encourage them to learn 

independently and support their learning.   

Where necessary teachers will, in consultation with the Principal, draw up programme of 

support for a child.  If a child’s needs are particularly severe they will work on an 

individualised programme written in consultation with the appropriate staff. 

 


