
     

 
  

Newsletter 15th January 2021 
Dear Parents and carers  
 

I would like to thank you all for your continued support 

as we have all been adjusting to the new way of learning. 

The attendance and interaction online from the children 

has been fantastic and I know how much that is down to 

your support (as well as our fantastic staff).  

 

Within the White Horse Federation, we are referring to 

the current situation as Remote Schooling and as such 

we want to ensure we replicate the whole school 

environment – the teaching & learning, the opportunity 

to interact with peers, the nurture and life skills. As a 

result, from next week, we ask that all children wear 

uniform for their lessons and we are also launching a 

couple of initiatives this week: our Great Gagle Bake Off 

and the Whacky (no-website) Wednesday. 

 

You will all have now received the Free School Meal 

lunch vouchers. These are for the value your child is 

entitled to and for you to spend as you see fit. If you 

have any issues with the vouchers please do let us know 

via admin@gaglebrook.org.uk. 

 

Finally, I will be offering a coffee and chat for parents 

once a week from next week. It is an informal time for 

parents to drop in if they would like to ask any 

questions, share thoughts with me and also with each 

other and generally catch up; as I said at the start of 

term, if we support each other as a community, we will 

be able to manage through this difficult time. It will be at 

4.30-5.00pm each Wednesday via Microsoft TEAMS and 

the details will be emailed shortly.  

 
 

Mr Price 

 

Home Schooling expectations 
 

We have been pleased to see everyone being on time for 

registration at 8.45am each morning and ready to learn. We 

would ask that you make sure your child is seated at a table 

and prepared to work/write – replicating as close to a school 

desk environment as possible within the home.  

 

To help with morning routine, from next week, we expect that 

all children are in their school uniform. We believe this will 

ensure the children are in the right mindset for their learning 

that day, ensures we replicate as much of our school 

environment as possible and hopefully helps parents set 

expectations and have a routine of ‘school’ and ‘home time’. 

 

We are very cognisant of the time children are spending online 

and want to ensure there are a range of activities that can be 

completed away from screens during the week. To promote 

this, we have sent a menu of activities to choose from in the 

afternoon as part of Wonderful Web-free Wednesday. These 

include physical activities, creative ideas, new life challenges 

and will mean the children have one afternoon a week where 

they do not need to use their screens and can get active and 

creative. We would just ask you to share your creations, skills 

& new talents with your teacher via Purple Mash or Tapestry. 

 

Great Gagle Bake off 
 

As part of our drive to maintain our sense of community and 

also find ways to work offline, we are launching the Great 

Gagle Bake Off next week. 
 

We would like everyone to try to bake, create, draw, paint, 

construct from lego, clay or other materials a cake of your 

choice. You might want to write a note to include in your 

picture telling people about it, the flavour, ingredients. 

Please share pictures with admin@gaglebrook.org.uk.  
 

We will be judging the best cakes, sharing all the pictures and 

celebrating in our whole school assembly. 
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Wonderful Web-free Wednesday 
 
 

Below are ideas for you to think about this half term to 

complete on each Wednesday afternoon. You can choose 

which you do each week and hope that you can have some fun 

and stay active and creative. The online session will end at 

lunchtime every Wednesday. 

Please make sure you share your creations, skills and new 

talents with your teacher via Purple Mash or Tapestry with the 

title Wonderful Wednesday. Your Gagle Bake off cake could be 

a good Wednesday afternoon activity to start with! 

 

• Learn a magic trick 

• Create your own mini Olympics 

• Learn a new yoga move or series of moves 

• Plant some bulbs for the spring 

• Help to make a new dish for dinner 

• Create your own house / flat – in any art form of your 

choice  

• Learn a new song off by heart  

• Try and beat a member of your family at a board game of 

your choice 

• Learn a poem off by heart 

• Recreate the front cover of a book of your choice with 

your own artwork and font for the title and author 

• Find a tree, plant or flower that you can sketch with a 

pencil or paint your own version of 

• Time how long it takes you to run from one place to 

another. Can you improve on your time? Is it faster or 

slower if you hop, skip or jump? 

• Learn new words or phrases of a new language 

 

Feel free to use the ideas at other times of the week too – they 

are not solely for a Wednesday. 
 


