
   

 

 
  

Newsletter 5th September 2020 
Dear Parents 
 

Thank you to all parents, family members and children 

for ensuring we were all able to return to Gagle 

Brook safely this week. It was fantastic to see the 

smiles from all involved as the children noticed the 

staff’s hard work on our lively outdoor areas, our new 

classrooms and the library additions and relocation! 
 

As you can see from the photos, our One Planet 

Principle for this term of Health & Happiness has got 

off to a flying start with lots of discussion of what 

made us happy while we were away from Gagle 

Brook, what will make us happy this year and also 

keeping healthy and happy in our wonderful outdoor 

spaces. 
 

Our new children throughout school have settled in 

really well and everyone has begun their learning this 

year in a positive way – showing the care for their 

learning, each other and the world around them that 

we are striving for.  
 

Mr Price 

 

Attendance  
 

Thank you to everyone for coming back to school with 

smiles and positive attitudes. It is vital that all children 

attend school and arrive on time each day. We start our 

learning from 8.30am each day and any time missed will 

affect their learning – just arriving 15 minutes late each day 

equates to missing 8 whole days of school in a year.  

 

[I can confirm that Kingfisher class had 100% attendance 

this week and hope that Swans, Ducklings and Goslings can 

join them soon.] 

Parent Zoom call – Vision and 

Values  

Tuesday 8th September, 4.00pm 
 

Please join me for a call where I will share our Vision for Gagle 

Brook and the values we will follow with staff, the children and 

parents as we build our school community.  

 

To join the Zoom Meeting please use the details below (they 

have been sent out as an email also) 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9928131147?pwd=V3RzTjkrUW9ZcG

5hQ0lNam40Ly9rZz09  

 

Meeting ID: 992 813 1147 

Passcode: 2y7hvd 

 

The materials shared will be added to the website afterwards so 

do not worry if you can’t join us on Tuesday. 

Diary Dates 
Sept: 

6th National ‘read a book’ day – relax this Sunday and share a 

good book and your child in a ‘cosy’ place  

8th Parent Zoom call ‘Vision and Values’ 4.00pm  

17th Parents Read for Pleasure and Phonics intro 4:00pm  

18th ‘Jeans for Genes’ day (wear jeans for £1 donation) 

 

Oct: 

7th Walk to School day – trial walking bus 

8th World Sight Day  

10th World Mental Health day  

16th World Food day – inc donations for food bank 

22nd One Planet parent celebration & End of Term 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
We will continue to assess the impact of Coronavirus before 

being able to commit to before / after school clubs and 

Dragonflies. We understand the need for many families and will 

update you as soon as we can say more about when Dragonflies 

may re-open safely. 

 

 



 

 

 
  

Our new Kingfisher class 
 

We can announce that the votes were counted and 

our new Year 2 class is….Kingfisher class. 

Mrs Evans and Miss Bond have said, “Kingfisher 

class have started the year wonderfully; they have 

settled into new routines, made new friends, and 

have even started their first piece of writing. This 

week we have spent time focusing on how it feels 

to be back at school and what we are looking 

forward to this year.  We have discussed worries 

and found thoughtful solutions to them. The class 

have worked together to create class rules and 

each child has signed their handprint to agree to 

them. I have been impressed with how sensibly and 

positively the class have settled into Year 2.” 

 

Swans in full swing 
 

Mr Milward and Mrs Walden have welcomed their 

children and wanted to share their news: “Swan 

Class have enjoyed meeting their friends again, 

some for the first time in quite a while. We have 

welcomed some brand new faces and enjoyed 

exploring a brand new classroom environment. 

Everyone has contributed to our class charter, 

learned about how we care about learning, each 

other and the world around us. We have enjoyed 

some wonderful art and design lessons making 

happy faces and happiness posters for our displays.” 

 

Along with Kingfisher class, the Swans also got to 

see into the lion enclosure at the Cotswold 

Wildlife Park and ask the keepers questions in a live 

chat – an exciting start to their book they will be 

studying this term: “The Lion Inside”. 

 

Ducklings & Goslings learning 
together 
 

The Ducklings (Nursery) & Goslings (Reception) 

children have settled in brilliantly. They have shown 

some fantastic caring behaviour making homes for 

several bugs & slugs and looking out for each other 

during these first few days. It has been lovely to 

see. They have also been incredibly polite and 

caring at lunchtime, using our STEP (Say Thank you 

Excuse me, Please) words and being really 

independent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming new staff 
 

I am really pleased to welcome a number of new staff 

to the school this term. You and your children will 

have met many of them already but I am happy to 

say a big Gagle Brook Welcome to: 

• Mrs Evans – Year 2 Teacher 

• Mrs Walden – Year 1 Teaching Partner 

• Mrs Day – Mid-day supervisor 

 

Health & Happiness all around 
 

Each term we will celebrate a different One Planet 

principle, alongside a core value. This first Term we 

have combined the two as we celebrate Health & 

Happiness from a One Planet perspective and 

understand the value of Happiness and how we can 

help ourselves and others to achieve this. 

 

As you’ll see, from the photos overleaf, there has 

been plenty of happiness from being back among 

friends, realising how good it feels to be learning 

and achieving together and enjoying our school 

environment.  

 

Lots more to come this term and the parent 

celebration will be a culmination of everything 

healthy & happy on 22nd October (timings to be 

confirmed) 

 

As part of our healthy eating, please can all parents 

make sure their children only have water in 

their bottles (not squash or other drinks). Our 

hot lunches are starting again next week so please 

make any selections on Parentpay. 

 

Finally, below are activity ideas in the Oxford area 

that you might like to explore at the weekends. 

Watch this space for other opportunities to stay 

Happy and Healthy as a family in the next few 

weeks! 

 

https://www.oxford.gov.uk/goactiveoutdoors 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 


