
Prospectus

Proud to be part of The White Horse Federation Multi-Academy Trust  |  www.twhf.org.uk



With a track record of improvement in standards and attainment, TWHF 
believes that every child should achieve all that they are capable of and 
more, regardless of background, culture, heritage or ability. We genuinely 
believe that partnership working with our schools, students and their 
parents, as well as the wider community, helps creates the best possible 
outcomes for all our young people.

Dr Nicholas Capstick OBE
CEO and Board Member

The White Horse Federation (TWHF) is a high performing Multi-Academy 
Trust, which supports primary, secondary, special and teaching schools 
across Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, Swindon, Oxfordshire and Berkshire. At its 
heart is a belief that we want to develop the type of schools that we would 
be proud to send our own children to. We do this with a relentless drive 
for academic excellence blended with a shared moral purpose and shared 
values but also with an awful lot of fun and happiness in our schools.

A Warm 
Welcome

Dear Parent or Guardian,

I have pleasure in providing you with our school prospectus. You may be considering a new school for your child after moving 
home or considering your child’s first step into the world of full-time education. Whichever is the case you are at a most 
important and exciting time in your child’s life. The prospectus has been designed to help you appreciate all that Gagle 
Brook Primary School has to offer your child and I very much hope you enjoy reading it. Should you require more information  
about our policies then these are available on the school website.

As you can appreciate, there is only so much information that can be gained from reading our prospectus; 
however there is no substitute for visiting the school. If you would like to see the school 
in action, I would be delighted to show you around.

Please contact the school office to arrange a visit.

Yours sincerely
Gill Gooch
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Gagle Brook Primary School are proud to be 
part of The White Horse Federation 
Multi-Academy Trust



Our Vision 
and Values
Gagle Brook Primary School is committed to creating 
a happy, positive environment where all children 
thrive academically and socially. Our children will 
become confident, independent learners who are 
determined to succeed and have a love for life and 
learning. We believe everyone in our school should 
demonstrate respect for themselves, their peers and 
the wider community, taking increasing responsibility 
for being the very best they can be.

Values are 
a part of 
everything we 
do in school 
modelled  
by all
Each month, we celebrate a new 
value in class and through assemblies. 
At the end of each month, an award 
is given to a child from who has 
exemplified the monthly value.

Creating a
warm, caring, 
stable, supportive 
environment in 
which all staff and 
pupils feel safe
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Early Years
Foundation Stage

In the Foundation Stage children 
deepen their knowledge and 
understanding by playing, talking, 
observing, planning, questioning, 
experimenting, testing, repeating, 
reflecting and responding to adults 
and to each other. As its name 
suggests, the Foundation Stage is the 
very foundation for all future learning.

The first stage of your child’s learning journey 
at Gagle Brook Primary School is spent in our 
Foundation Stage Unit. The unit is made up of a 52 
place nursery (26 children in a session at one time) 
and a 60 place Reception area.

Every child and every family is different, so we try 
and cater for all needs. We begin by getting to 
know your family before your child even enters our 
school. We provide the opportunity for a home visit 
in the nursery in order for you to get to know staff 
within the setting. During this visit you will be given 
the Foundation Stage booklet with information 
about the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, 
the day to day running of our unit, and the way in 
which we work together. Children are also invited 
into school on  a pre-visit to ensure a smooth 
transition into school.

Our  
Curriculum
At Gagle Brook Primary School we 
are committed to achieving the thre 
core aims at the heart of the National 
Curriculum enabling children  
to become:

Responsible citizens
Confident individuals
Successful learners
English, Maths and Computing are embedded within 
the school curriculum supporting the development 
of children’s learning and thinking; personal, 
emotional; and social skills.

At Gagle Brook Primary School we provide a creative 
curriculum that links subjects together through 
stimulating and exciting topics. Our curriculum 
offers opportunities to explore and develop a better 
understanding of our local area, and understand 
where we are in the world and the issues that affect 
us. Teaching and learning supports the wide ranging 
learning needs of each child and involves practical 
hands-on learning experiences.

We also utilise the skills and knowledge of experts 
from outside the school – topic related trips and 
visitors to the school, provide unique learning 
experiences that support the aims of our curriculum. 
Children are also encouraged to experience life away 
from home on residential trips to dedicated outdoor 
centres in places like Devon and Wales.
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History

Geography

Design and Technology

Art

Music

Physical Education (PE)

Computing

Religious Education

Modern Foreign Languages 
(MFL)

We deliver programmes of 
study that meet the national 
curriculum requirements 
issued by the Department 
for Education. This national 
curriculum is comprised of 
three core subjects (English, 
mathematics, and science) 
and the following foundation 
subjects:



Celebrating
Success
We believe it is vitally important for all children to feel 
successful and to have their achievements recognised 
and celebrated. We do this in a number of ways 
including a weekly ‘achievements’ assembly whereby 
children who have produced a good piece of work are
recognised. The children receive a certificate which 
identifies their success. Achievements might be of an 
academic, sporting or creative nature.

The children are also 
recognised for displaying 
special behaviour such 
as taking responsibility, 
perseverance, and caring for 
others. Each week, a child 
from every class receives a 
certificate celebrating these 
behaviours.

The school has a house 
system, children are 
awarded house points 
throughout the school day 
in their classrooms. House 
points are gathered at the 
end of the week and the 
overall winning house is 
celebrated in the whole 
school assembly.

A good working
environment 
and people
help you if you 
get stuck
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Parent
Partnerships
We recognise and value the role of parents and carers as partners in their child’s 
education, and we are continually looking to find ways of extending and developing 
this partnership. We endeavour to support parents in a number of ways including:

Meet the Teacher. Taking place at the beginning or end of each academic year, this is 
an opportunity for parents to come along to their child’s new classroom, to meet their 
new teacher.

Parent/teacher meetings are arranged in the Autumn and Spring term so parents can 
meet with their child’s teacher and find out about progress, as well as ask questions.

Website all teachers put termly plans on the website. Open afternoons are held where 
parents are invited into school to share their child’s learning.

Modelled sessions are organised regularly whereby parents can come along and find 
out more about how we teach a particular subject and what parents can do
at home to support their child’s progress.

Fortnightly Newsletters are sent home to keep parents informed about what is 
happening in school, as well as providing key diary dates.

Values newsletter celebrating our value of the month

Talking to teachers at the beginning/end of the day (or arranging an appointment) is 
encouraged in order to resolve any problems quickly to ensure they do not
escalate unnecessarily.

Parents help in school is always most welcome and much appreciated.

Parent groups support inclusion eg Pupil Premium and Special Educational Needs

Friends of our School (FOSS): exists to provide closer links between home and school, 
and is an excellent way to bring staff, parents and friends together socially in support 
of the school.

Parent Council gives parents an opportunity to discuss particular issues in 
school. Meetings have considered the home school agreement, homework and 
communication.

Educational Visits
During Key Stage 2, children currently benefit enormously 
from the organisation of residential trips, giving them 
the opportunity to learn in a variety of environments and 
habitats.

In year 6, children are offered the chance to visit a centre for 
outdoor education. There is no doubt that this residential 
trip provides a powerful learning experience for every child, 
enabling them to build their confidence, learn new skills, 
develop talents, use team working skills, solve problems and
make decisions.

Teachers also organise day visits to enhance the curriculum 
offer. Parents are asked to make a voluntary contribution to 
cover the cost of such visits. If insufficient contributions are
received the trip may be cancelled.

When numbers permit, children in Year 4 may also be given 
a chance to attend a residential visit. 

Onto Secondary School
Gagle Brook Primary School is part of the Bicester School 
Partnership and at the end of Year 6 many children transfer 
to Bicester School for their secondary school education. 

We have close links with the school and children have the 
opportunity to visit for partnership sport, productions or 
‘gifted and talented days’. Some of our pupils transfer to 
the Cooper School in Bicester, the Blessed George Napier 
Catholic School in Banbury, the Marlborough School in 
Woodstock, Heyford Park Free School in Heyford, or Gosford 
Hill School in Kidlington.

Joining the
White Horse family
We believe that no two learners arriving at Gagle Brook 
Primary School are the same. Students come from different 
backgrounds, bring different experiences and have different 
needs and interests. From the moment your child arrives in 
the academy they can be sure of a warm welcome and help 
and guidance from their teacher as they become part of a 
new family here at White Horse.

At the heart of what we do is making sure our  
new arrivals:
• Are happy, settled, and secure
• Feel a part of academy life as soon as possible
• Are supported if English is not a first language
• Enjoy their learning
• Make friends
• Know who to go to for those all-important conversations
• Are ready to achieve outstanding success

We believe our children deserve nothing less, and we will 
do the very best for them, whoever they are, wherever they 
come from.

Applying for IN-YEAR admission
If you are seeking a place at Gagle Brook Primary School, all 
applications are made to, and handled by The White Horse 
Federation.

For further enquires, 
please speak to the 
School Office on: 
01869 228750
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Cranberry Avenue 
Bicester 
OX27 8BD 
T: 01869 228750 
E: head@gaglebrook.org.uk
www.gaglebrook.org.uk
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