
 

 
  

 

Early Years Newsletter – 8th November 2019 

Story of the Week – The Dot 
This week we have read the story ‘The Dot’ by 

Peter H. Reynolds, which introduces us to a 

little girl called Vashti who thinks that she can’t 

draw. When she presents her teacher with her 

picture, which is basically a dot on an 

otherwise blank piece of paper, she is very 

surprised when her teacher asks her to  ”sign 

it” and then frames it to hang on her wall. This 

inspires Vashti to explore what else she can do 

and she learns to love art. 

The Reception children were asked to put a dot 

on their page and think about ‘what could it 

be?’ ‘what could they turn it into?’ They had 

some very imaginative ideas, which ranged 

from dice to a very scary looking T-rex! 

Maths 
We are currently getting to know the various 

characters in Ten Town and this week we have 

introduced the children to Fiona Five and Seal 

Six.  
 

ART - Over this half term we will look at a 

different artist each week, starting with 

Kandinsky’s Circles. The children will have 

a go at producing their own works of art 

using a variety of different formats. 

We will set up our own art gallery in the 

Reception classroom, where we will 

display the children’s works of art. 
 

Phonics – Reception Class 
We continue to have a daily phonics session. 

Introducing 4 new letter sounds each week and 

spending 1 day recapping sounds we have 

already learnt.  

This week’s sounds were r, j, v and y. 

Remember to practise these over the 

weekend. The sounds we have covered so far 

are … m, a, s, d, t, i, n. p, g, o, c, k, u, b, e, f, l, h 
 



 

 
 

 

Other Learning Activities this 
week: 
 We have looked at autumn leaves, 

discussing how the colours in our 

environment are changing with the 

seasons. 

 We discussed how to keep safe at fireworks 

displays and also briefly mentioned Guy 

Fawkes and some of the history behind the 

event. 

 We have used an app on the iPads called 

Glow Draw to create some lovely firework 

pictures and used small stickers applied to 

swirly ‘firework’ patterns to help develop 

find motor skills. 

 We have looked at colour mixing, using 

both paint and playdough and discovering 

that yellow and red make orange and 

yellow and blue make green. 

 Some of the children built a stage and we 

had a some lovely singing and dancing to 

some of the songs from Beauty and the 

Beast. 

 Outside, the children rose to the challenge 

of a 2D shape hunt, practised their 

throwing skills throwing skills with bean 

bag target  
 
 

Things to do at home:  
 

 Remember the Name Writing Challenge! – Keep practising at home and remember to bring your 

sheet in, when you can complete a step, to collect your sticker. For Nursery children, focus on the 

early steps of recognising your name and maybe being able to form the first letter.  

 Keep counting, particularly focusing on numbers up to 5 and then 10, ensuring children have the 

opportunity to count objects, e.g, coins or counters, that they can move as the count, developing 

that 1-1 correspondence. It’s really important that the children really understand what these 

small numbers mean, in practical terms, before they work on counting on to bigger numbers.  

 Reception – practise the letter sounds we have learnt so far along with those Rotten Red words. 

 Keep reading and enjoying stories! 

 
  

Tapestry Update  
Following a slight technical issue at the start of 

the year, we are working really hard to ensure 

all our observations of the children are 

uploaded to Tapestry for you to see and enjoy. 

If you don’t yet have your Tapestry account set 

up please contact the school office and they 

will be able to help you.  

Please remember that once this is all up and 

running you will be able to upload your own 

photos or videos of what the children have 

been doing outside of school. We’d love to see 

them! 

If you have any questions about this please 

don’t hesitate to speak to me. 
 


