
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25th February 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

 

I hope that you are all safe and well and managing to make the most of the lighter afternoons at 

the moment and to be outside as much as possible with your children.  

 

As I promised in my letter earlier this week, we have been able to digest the government guidance 

regarding reopening of schools from Monday 8th March and can set out key points now. While 

much of the DfE guidance is similar to that which was in place from September – December in 

terms of control measures for keeping everyone safe from Covid-19 it has been strengthened in 

some areas including regular testing of all staff.  

 
In order for us to complete a thorough clean of the school and allow classrooms to be prepared 

for the re-start of physical teaching in school, we will be closed on Friday 5th March and there 

will be no online teaching. There will be challenges set next week linked to World Book Day so 

we would encourage children to use the time to complete these and be active outside.  

 

Please read our guidance carefully to ensure a smooth start for the children and everyone’s safety: 

• All children will start school at 8.30am on Monday 8th March and must arrive in school 

uniform.  

• The school day will begin promptly at the normal time of 8.30am for all and this is when 

learning will start. All classes will enter as they did last term with Year 1 and 2 through the 

playground and Nursery and Reception will enter at the front right of school and be met by their 

teachers. Please ensure your child arrives on time as the school day begins at 8.30am; however, if 

your child is late, bring them to the front office where they will be signed in.  

• The end of the day is 3.15pm for all (other than Friday at 1pm) and children should be 

collected from the same place as drop off. We would request that only 1 adult attends for drop 

off and pick up to reduce contacts. 

• We would significantly prefer adults to wear face masks for arrival and drop off to keep 

everyone safe. Children in primary schools do not need to wear face masks.  

• We have maintained the 2m distance markings at the front of school and request this 

distance is observed at all times. We also ask that parents do not congregate outside school to 

keep everyone safe. We will also not be able to allow any parents in to the building still but will 

make sure all children are welcomed by their teachers to make it as positive a return as possible. 

• If your child has any Covid-19 symptoms they must not come in to school and you must 

get them a test immediately (see end of letter for test information). Symptoms include a new, 

continuous cough or a high temperature, a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or 

smell (anosmia).   

• Should any child show suspected Covid-19 symptoms while in school, we will call you to 

ask them to be collected immediately. We will move them to a safe space with an adult until you  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

arrive. When home, you will need to arrange a test and inform us of the results as soon as 

available (see end of letter for more information regarding Covid-19 risk mitigation/processes).  

• School lunches will restart on Monday 8th March – but you must have ordered your 

meals by Monday 1st March. We would encourage as many children as possible to take the 

opportunity to enjoy a hot lunch which are freshly prepared each day on site. We would remind 

you that packed lunches must be in a named bag or box and must go home and be cleaned 

thoroughly each evening. Please remember no nuts, chocolate or fizzy drinks or wrappings (other 

than tin foil). If you have any remaining Free School Meal vouchers – please use these up as they 

will expire.  

• Children should bring in a named water bottle (no squash or juice please, which must 

go home and be washed thoroughly each day) and book bag but no other items (no pencil cases, 

toys, personal items). 

• Children will need to bring back in to school: 

o Reading books will from last/this term. Some Year 1 and 2 children will also have main 

library books to return also.  

o Work produced during remote schooling and resource packs 

o If you borrowed a school ipad, please return it to the school office.  

 

• On return, all children will remain in their class groups throughout the day and will not mix 

(Reception and Nursery will be treated as one Early Years group). This will include lessons, break  

times and lunch time. We will re-explain the format of the school day to the children.  

• We will not be offering any Dragonflies before or after school club until further notice in a 

similar way to the Autumn Term due to non-mixing of bubbles and children to staff ratios. We will 

continue to assess Dragonflies and keep you updated as we would like to be able to offer this 

provision as soon as it is safe and possible to do so.  

• We will, however, be starting a Tuesday after school multi-sports club for Year 1 and 2 on 

alternating weeks. We will send more information about this shortly. 

• PE will continue to take place (with non-contact sports and avoiding sharing of equipment) 

on Tuesday for all children and additionally Thursday for Year 1 and 2. On these days, children 

should come to school in their PE Kit for the whole day wearing PE pumps or trainers. Nursery 

and Reception should bring a spare change of clothes in a named bag to be left in school also. 

• For social distancing reasons, we cannot allow any additional adults in the building for the 

foreseeable future so please email admin@gaglebrook.org.uk or call the office on 01869 228750 if 

you have any questions or concerns.  

• We will set out all behaviour expectations (including hygiene expectations, Covid-19 

related cleaning, distancing and grouping) to the children with supporting information to ensure 

safety for all and help them to maintain consistent behaviour throughout school. 
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If you have any specific concerns for your child, please do get in touch so we can ensure all 

children and parents can be confident in their return to school on the 8th March. 

 

I am very aware that the start of this year has not been the one any of us expected but we have 

sought throughout to support families and children, help them remain in contact with their peers 

and ensure their continued learning. As we all return to school physically we will making sure that, 

as well as being safe, your child’s wellbeing is supported as much as possible. We will be looking to 

be physically active, working outdoors as much as practicable and ensuring our PHSE (Personal, 

Health and Social Education) curriculum is reinforced to make sure we are mentally as well as 

physically happy and well. In doing so, we will create the best conditions for the children to 

continue to learn and thrive in the school setting. 

 

I appreciate your assistance in following the guidance set out in order for us to open safely and 

securely. There may be requirements to change guidance over time and we will keep you updated 

in order to facilitate any such changes. 

 

We are all really excited about welcoming the children back to Gagle Brook and I am certain that 

they will thrive amongst their peers and with the support and guidance of their teachers. We will 

be spending time in class making sure every child feels safe, enthused and supported on their 

return and I have every confidence that our staff will ensure that your child will receive the very 

best re-introduction to school. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Drew Price 

Principal  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid-19 School Operation 

 

We are following the Government’s guidance in relation to Covid-19 to ensure we mitigate any 

potential risks and ensure everyone’s safety whilst allowing the children to learn in a positive 

environment.  

 

Our system of controls begin with prevention which is through: 

• Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 

(Covid-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school (see 

details below for protocol) 

• Cleaning hands thoroughly and more often than usual 

• Ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

• Maintaining enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 

products such as detergents and bleach 

• Keeping all parts of the school well ventilated 

• Minimising contact between individuals and maintaining social distancing wherever possible  

o all classes will be kept separate throughout the day and will not share any equipment. Social 

distancing is harder to implement in Early Years and Year One, given the continuous provision 

learning environment, but Year Two will be sitting at separate tables and distancing in the classroom 

o No additional adults in the building unless for education or health purposes 

o Ensuring all individuals on school property maintain social distancing measures (at front of school, 

in playground at pickup / drop off) 

• Where necessary, adults will wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE). Staff will 

wear face masks in communal areas and have the option to wear PPE. We will continue to follow 

government guidance in this regard. 

 

We are also prepared to respond to any infection by: 

• Isolating any children with symptoms (in a separate room with adult supervision) and calling 

parents to collect their child. Symptoms include a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, a 

loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)  

• Advising families to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 

coronavirus (Covid-19) infection’, which sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 10 days and 

should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (Covid-19). Other members of their 

household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 10 days from when the symptomatic person 

first had symptoms. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-
guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  

• Ensuring families engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested  

• Requiring families to confirm the results of any tests with the school as soon as available and the 

school liaising with Public Health England (as appropriate) 

 

We will continue to assess the risks and processes in place to mitigate these risks and will update 

families further should changes be required. 
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