
What is it?

The Nintendo Switch is one of the most family-
friendly and versatile consoles on the market. 

The standard Switch comes with detachable 
controllers which can connect to a bigger screen, 
allowing multiple users to play with the same 
console. The Switch Lite is a cheaper, exclusively 
handheld version. For £31.49 a year, you can 
subscribe to Nintendo’s online family membership, 
letting you play certain games with other Nintendo 
members online. 

The Switch supports all of Nintendo’s games – such 
as Mario Kart, Animal Crossing and Zelda – as well as 
games from other developers. 

Are there any safety settings?

The Nintendo Switch has a parental controls app 
which you can download after setting up a Nintendo 
account. From the app you can set up screen time 
limits, customise available age-ratings, and 
manage chat settings so your child only receives 
messages from people they know in their Friends list. 

If you want to set parental controls on the device 
instead, go to ‘home’ > ‘system setting’ > ‘parental 
control settings’. 

You can set age restrictions for which games they 
can download. Categories include ‘Young Child’ for 

content suitable for children 8+, ‘Child’ for 13+ and 
‘Teen’ for 17+. All games are purchased through the 
Nintendo eShop, and each game has a clear age 
rating. 

You can also set restrictions for the Nintendo 
eShop, such as spending limits – particularly useful 
if you’re worried about in-game purchases. These 
restrictions are split into two brackets: a 12-and-
under supervised account and a regular account 
for those aged 13+. 

Keep in mind that all parental controls are applied 
to the device, rather than to an individual user. If 
you have multiple children of different ages using the 
same console, consider the needs of your youngest 
family member. 

What else should I know?

No console or game is entirely risk-free, but the 
Nintendo Switch’s reputation for being safe, flexible 
and fun is well-founded. It’s easy for children to use 
and for parents to manage their experience. 

Talk to your child about why it’s important to have 
some safety settings in place and encourage them to 
come to you if they do have any problems or worries. 
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