
Gagle Brook Primary School – Reception Autumn Term 1 2021 

Big Question: Where will our future take us?  With a focus on PSED (Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development) and computing. 

 
  

 

 

This term our initial focus will be on welcoming the 

children to our school, ensuring they are happy and 

settled and supporting them with getting to know each 

other.  

In addition to this, we will consider the whole school big 

question for the term: Where will our future take us? and 

our curriculum focus, which is computing. We will talk 

about our families, ways they are the same or different. 

We will think about how we change as we grow, discuss 

what things we might like to be able to do when we get 

older and how technology helps us with our day-to-day 

life. 

 

Key dates for the diary: 

12th September – Grandparents Day 

14th September - Jeans4Genes 

24th or 25th Sept? – McMillan Coffee Morning / cake sale? 

28th September – Phonics Workshop 8.45am 

October – Black History Month 

15th October - Dot Day  

21st October – World Values Day 

21st October – Learning Showcase 2pm 
At Gagle Brook, learning will be driven by: 

Knowledge & Skills Enquiring Minds Language Rich Values & One Planet Principles 

Our learning is carefully 

sequenced to ensure that the 

children consolidate the 

knowledge and skills previously 

learnt and new skills are carefully 

steadily built upon in small, 

incremental steps. The children 

will take their learning deeper 

before covering new content.  

  

We care about our learning and the 

children will demonstrate this 

through having enquiring minds and 

asking questions. There are no limits 

to curiosity, questioning and 

challenge, whether children are 

actively learning inside or in our 

extensive outdoor classroom 

environment whilst building 

resilience, independence and a ‘can 

do’ attitude.  

We will provide the children with a 

school environment which is rich in 

opportunities for exploring language 

and acquiring new language skills. Key 

vocabulary will be displayed in the 

classroom and children will make use 

of this within their learning. We will 

immerse children in high quality texts 

across the curriculum and continue our 

‘Reading for Pleasure’ ethos.  
  

Our values and one planet principles sit at the 

heart of our school community. Each term we 

choose a key figure who represents our values and 

the children learn about them. This term the 

children will learn about Baroness Floella Benjamin 

DBE and what makes her a significant individual.  

Our Value this term is:  

Respect 

 

Our Key Figure this term is: 

Baroness Floella Benjamin DBE 

 

Our One Planet Principles are:  

Equity and Local Economy,  

and Sustainable Transport. 
 

 

  

Key Vocabulary 



 

Prime Areas of Learning  

Communications and Language 
Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
Physical Development 

As Successful 

Learners… 

Communication is key to success in so many 

aspects of life, so helping our young children 

become confident and capable communicators is a 

priority. 

In our Early Years learning environment there will 

be lots of opportunities for children to develop 

these skills; Role play in our inviting home corner, 

imaginative play using small world scenes, 

collaborative play perhaps in our construction 

area or in the mud kitchen outside etc. 

In addition, staff will model good forms of 

communication during whole class carpet time 

discussions, conversations at snack time and by 

joining the children in their play. We will 

introduce new vocabulary linked to topics, 

alongside following the children’s own areas of 

interest too.  

Young children have missed out on so many opportunities 

to develop their social interaction skills over the last 18 

months that supporting children with their PSED will be a 

priority during this first term. We will help the children to 

get to know each other and to support them with adapting 

to and understanding of the expectations of life at school.  

Through the use of books and stories we will help children 

to understand their own emotions and how their actions 

can affect others around them.  

Alongside this we also follow the Jigsaw PSHE Scheme. 

Our topic for this term is Being me in my world which, 

among other things, will cover 

managing feelings and behaviour, 

kinds and gentle hands, being 

responsible and our rights and the 

rights of others. 

Opportunities for physical development are 

ongoing throughout the day as children run and 

climb outside or whilst they carefully arrange 

small loose parts to create a picture, thread 

beads onto a pipe cleaner or paint a beautiful 

picture. 

In addition to these opportunities in our 

learning ladscape there will be weekly ‘singing 

and movement sessions’, ‘dough gym’ and 

‘Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle’ to help develop 

the movement and muscle strength to start 

mark making. There will be daily handwriting 

lessons as part of our phonics sessions, to work 

on the pencil control and correctly form 

letters. Finally, there will be a weekly PE lesson 

which will focus on exploring how we can use 

our bodies to move in different ways.  

As successful learners we 

will continue to learn with 

others. 

 

We will be encouraged to 

feel safe in our learning and 

feel that “we can”. 

 

We will be involved in 

reviewing and improving 

our learning. 

 

We will be encouraged to 

have fun and enjoy our 

learning. 

 
“All you do when people 

don’t show you love, is 

show love yourself. You 

have to smile and feel 

worthy.” 

 

Baroness Floella Benjamin 

DBE 

 

Specific Areas of Learning 

Literacy Maths Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

We hope to instil a real love of 

books by reading stories, non-fiction  
books and rhymes as often as 

possible throughout the day, 
bringing them to life with the use of 

puppets or actions when possible. 

In our daily RWI phonics lesson will 
introduce all the Set 1 sounds and 

teach the children how to ‘blend’ 

the sounds together to read simple 

CVC words such as ‘cat’ and ‘log’. 
We will show the children how to 

correctly form each letter as we 
learn them, however our initial 

writing focus will be to ensure that 
all the children are able to 

confidently write their own name. 

We will also show the children that 
they can use their own marks to 

communicate, add labels to designs 

or write secret messages etc.  

When children learn to count, they learn the 

pattern of words by rote, not really 
understanding what the words mean. In our 

maths sessions we will look at ‘how many?’ 
(cardinality) by counting and ‘subitising’, 

(Subitising is a natural ability to be able to ‘see’ 
a small number of objects and to know how 

many instantly, without counting.) We will 
compare numbers and quantities, asking are 

there more or fewer? What is 1 more /fewer? 

We will look at the composition of numbers 
by investigation how they can be split up into 

smaller parts, e.g. 4 is the same as ‘3 and 1’ or 

‘2 and 2’ etc  

Alongside this work on number we will look at 

2D and 3D shapes in the world around us, we 
will solve problems linked to space and 

measure when carefully constructing with 
blocks or when completing a jigsaw. We will 

discuss height and size as we discuss how we 

have grown and much, much more! 

Our focus for this term is ‘all about 

me’ and ‘where the future will take 
us’, so our discussions will look at 

the ways in which we have changed 
since we were a baby, how we have 

grown and the things we can now do 

that we couldn’t before. 

We will talk about our families and 

how they are all so different and 

that’s ok! 

We will think about different 

cultures and celebrations such as 

Yom-kippur and Sukkot. 

Each week we will celebrate the 

wonders of the natural world and 
explore the change of the seasons 

through our weekly Welly 
Wednesday sessions. We will read 

stories, sing songs and create 

pictures using natural resources.  

Our Art focus for this term will be to 

develop the children’s observational 
skills and fine motor / pencil control.  

We will be looking at drawing and 
painting self-portraits by using a mirror 

to identify all the features and trying to 
represent them as accurately as possible 

on paper. 

Children will also have lots of other 

opportunities to be creative with a wide 

range of resources, including gluing and 
sticking, painting and will start to 

explore what happens when colours 

mix etc 

We will sing on a daily basis so the 

children build up a broad repertoire of 
songs and rhymes that they are familiar 

with. We will explore how we can 
make sounds using objects around the 

classroom and by using our bodies to 

stamp and clap etc   

Values for life 

 

The value for term 1 is: 

Respect 

 

Our key figure this term 

is:  

Baroness Floella 

Benjamin DBE 

 


