
Gagle Brook Primary School – Reception Autumn Term 2 2021 

Big Question: Hidden behind the picture is …?  With a focus on Art and History 

 

  

 

 

This term our focus will be on Art and History.  

We will start the term by finding out a little about Guy 

Fawkes, to understand why we celebrate Bonfire Night 
each year. Linked to this and Diwali, the festival of light, 

we will produce some firework related artwork using lots 

of different techniques. 
 

Key dates for the diary: 

9th & 11th November – Parent Consultations 
12th November  - Children in Need 

15th November – World Kindness Day 

15th-19th November – Anti-bullying Week 

15th November – Odd Socks Day 
23rd November – Communication and Language Workshop 

24th November – Bedtime Hour 5-6pm 

4th December – Gagle Brook Christmas Fayre 
6th December – Learning Showcase 

10th December – Christmas Jumper Day 

13th December – ‘A Christmas Wish’ celebration 9.00am 

14th December – Christmas Carols by night at Gagle Brook 
17th December – End of Term 

At Gagle Brook, learning will be driven by: 

Knowledge & Skills Enquiring Minds Language Rich Values & One Planet Principles 

Our learning is carefully 

sequenced to ensure that the 

children consolidate the 

knowledge and skills previously 

learnt and new skills are carefully 

steadily built upon in small, 

incremental steps. The children 

will take their learning deeper 

before covering new content.  

  

We care about our learning and the 

children will demonstrate this 

through having enquiring minds and 

asking questions. There are no limits 

to curiosity, questioning and 

challenge, whether children are 

actively learning inside or in our 

extensive outdoor classroom 

environment whilst building 

resilience, independence and a ‘can 

do’ attitude.  

We will provide the children with a 

school environment which is rich in 

opportunities for exploring language 

and acquiring new language skills. Key 

vocabulary will be displayed in the 

classroom and children will make use 

of this within their learning. We will 

immerse children in high quality texts 

across the curriculum and continue our 

‘Reading for Pleasure’ ethos.  
  

Our values and one planet principles sit at the 

heart of our school community. Each term we 

choose a key figure who represents our values and 

the children learn about them. This term the 

children will learn about Frida Khalo and what 

makes her a significant individual.  

Our Value this term is:  

Resilience 

 

Our Key Figure this term is: 

Frida Khalo 

 

Our One Planet Principles are:  

Sustainable Materials 
 
 

  

Key Vocabulary 
Our texts we will be using 

this term are  

The Colour Monster 

How the crayons saved the 

rainbow 

Mixed 

The Mixed Up Chameleon 

The Colour Thief 

The day the crayons quit 

Elmer s Christmas 

 



 

Prime Areas of Learning  

Communications and Language 
Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
Physical Development 

As Successful 

Learners… 

Now that the children have settled into the school 

environment, and have got to know each other, it is lovely 

to see how their confidence to communicate has grown.  

We will develop this further through whole class 
discussions and circle times, introducing new vocabulary and 

encouraging children to share their ideas. We encourage 

children to try to resolve any conflicts or disagreements by 
using words to communicate and explain how they are 

feeling. 

For most of the term our role play will stay as a home 

corner, which will develop a Christmassy feel as we move 
into December.  We will also reintroduce a Post Office 

Role play later in the term to encourage lots of letter and 

greetings card writing.  

We will introduce new vocabulary linked to topics, 
alongside following the children’s own areas of interest too.  

Through the use of books and stories, starting with 

The Colour Monster, we will help children to 

understand their own emotions and how their 
actions can affect others around them.  

Alongside this we also follow the Jigsaw PSHE 

Scheme. Our topic for this term is Celebrating 

Difference which will help children to understand 
that they are all special. We all have things that we 

are good at, although this will be different for each 

child / person. We will talk about our homes and 

our families and how important they are in helping 
us feel safe and secure. We will also think about 

friendship, how to be a 

good friend and how to 
stand up for ourselves if 

someone says or does 

something unkind. 

We will continue with our ‘dough gym’ and 

‘Squiggle Whilst you Wiggle’ each morning 

to continue to develop muscle strength in 
hands, arms and shoulders which is essential 

for developing mark making skills.  

Opportunities for physical development are 

ongoing throughout the day as children run 
and climb outside or whilst they carefully 

arrange small loose parts to create a 

picture, thread beads onto a pipe cleaner or 

paint a beautiful picture etc. 

There will be daily handwriting lessons as 

part of our phonics sessions, to work on 

the pencil control and correct formation of 

letters. Finally, there will be a weekly PE 
lesson which will focus on developing 

balance and stability.   

As successful learners we 

will continue to learn with 

others. 
 

We will be encouraged to 

feel safe in our learning and 

feel that “we can”. 
 

We will be involved in 

reviewing and improving 
our learning. 

 

We will be encouraged to 

have fun and enjoy our 
learning. 

 

“Feet, what do I need you 

for when I have wings to 

fly?”  

 
Frida Kahlo 

Specific Areas of Learning 

Literacy Maths Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

We will continue to develop a real 

love of books both fiction and  

non-fiction by reading and sharing 
books as often as possible 

throughout the week. 

We will soon have covered all the 

RWI Set 1 sounds and so our daily 
phonics lessons will focus on 

reinforcing this knowledge, 

developing the correct letter 
formation and developing 

confidence with ‘blending’ the 

letter sounds to read simple 3 and 
4 letter words such as ‘cat’ and 

‘log’, ‘shop’ etc. 

This term we will talk about the 

simple structure of stories, thinking 
about characters and settings along 

with the ‘beginning, middle, ending’ 

structure. 

We have introduced the children to the 

number 1-5 and have represented them in 

lots of different ways e.g. dice patterns or on 
5 frames. This term we will work to re-

inforce this understanding of what numbers 

actually mean, along with developing and 
understanding of quantity, comparison, more, 

fewer etc. Children should become confident 

to answer questions like ‘what is 1 more / 1 
fewer than _?’ 

We will look at the composition of numbers 

by investigating how they can be split into 

smaller parts, e.g. 4 is the same as ‘3 and 1’ 
or ‘2 and 2’ etc  

We will continue to introduce language 

linked to shapes when discussing things in 

the environment and we will start to think 
about ‘patterns’, how to identify the ‘rule’ so 

we can continue or recreate it with 

confidence.   

This term will have a history focus, 

looking at some key events linked 

to the past, like Bonfire Night and 
Armistice Day.  

We will also be talking about our 

families and how their lives have 

changed over the years.  

We will think about different 

cultures and celebrations such as 

Diwali, Hanukkah, Thanks Giving 

and Christmas. 

Each week we will celebrate the 

wonders of the natural world and 

explore the change of the seasons 

through our weekly Welly 
Wednesday sessions. We will read 

stories, sing songs and create 

pictures using natural resources.  

Our Art focus for this term will be to 

develop the children’s painting skills. 

We will look at mixing colours to 
create new colours or different 

shades. We will also look at some 

famous painters and experiment with 
different techniques  

Children will also have lots of other 

opportunities to be creative with a 

wide range of resources, including 
gluing and sticking, painting and will 

start to explore what happens when 

colours mix etc 

We will sing on a daily basis so the 
children build up a broad repertoire of 

songs and rhymes that they are 

familiar with. We will explore how we 
can make sounds using objects around 

the classroom and by using our bodies 

to stamp and clap etc   

Values for life 

 

The value for term 2 is: 

Resilience 

 

Our key figure this term 

is:  

Frida Khalo 

 


