
Gagle Brook Primary School – Ducklings Spring Term 1 2022 

Ducklings: What do 
you need to know? 

Big Question: Can we investigate? 

 

With a focus on Science 

Happy New year! 

Welcome to term 3 😀  

For all of our new children and families, a 

very warm welcome to Gagle Brook Nursery 

and Primary School.  

The Team: 

In Gagle Brook we work as a big team and so 

your children will be very familiar with all 

members of Team Gagle Brook, but based in 

Ducklings, you will find Miss Tynan, Ms 

Robinson and Mrs Wasyliw (from left to right 

on the below picture).  

 

What does your child need?: 

Can we please ask that all children have a 

minimum of two full, named, sets of spare 

clothes, including socks and underwear, a 

named water bottle, a warm, waterproof 

coat and wellies in school each day. We are 

outside in all weathers and so your child will 

get muddy and wet – it's all a part of learning 

about the world and having fun. You are 

more than welcome to keep the spare 

clothes and wellies at school to avoid needing 

to remember them each morning. 

We have been asked whether the children 

are able to wear slippers inside – they 

certainly can. We would just ask that they 

have a hard bottom, in case of standing on 

something within the classroom and the need 

to go outside in them during fire drills.  

Texts we will enjoy together as a class: 

Emergency, Emergency! 

All aboard for the Bobo Road. 
Where do diggers sleep at night 

Awesome engines 

Dig, dig, digging 
The Runaway Train 

Journey 

Pirates love underpants  
The Pirate Crunchers. 

Lost and Found 

Little People, Big Dreams: Martin Luther 
King Jr 

Little People, Big Dreams: Rosa Parks 

Little People, Big Dreams: Greta Thunberg 
 

Key Vocabulary:  
Garage, Car, Bike, Boat 
Water, Oars 
Aeroplane, Transport 
Engine, Tyre, Wheel 
Fix, Broken, Petrol 
Wash, Dirty.  
 
We will also be introducing new terms, that your 
children may not yet be familiar with to describe 
small, big, good and sad to broaden their 
knowledge of words and language.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This term our curriculum focus will be Science 

(Understanding the World). Our topic will be based 

around transport - investigating different types of vehicles, 
how they move, how they help us in day to day life and 

how we can help the environment further when thinking 

about how we travel. We have so many exciting things 

planned for the children! 

Key dates for the diary: 
6th - Start of new ‘enquiry question’ – Can we investigate? 

17th - Martin Luther King Day 
18th - Winnie the Pooh Outdoor Learning Day 

26th - Australia Day 

28th - International Lego Day 
28th - Maths Workshop for parents at 8.45am (Early Years) 

28th Winter Watch 

1st Lunar New Year 
4th Rosa Parks Day 

7th - Safer Internet Week 

8th - Safer Internet Day  
17th - ‘Our Learning Showcase’ for parents 2pm  

17th – Random Acts of Kindness Day 

18th End of Term  
28th Back to School - Start of Term Four  

 



Tapestry: 

As you will be aware, your child will have an 

online learning journey which you are able to 

access, upload to and share photos, videos 

and achievements between school and home, 

for your child. We LOVE seeing what your 

children can do when not with us and we 

love to share what your children are doing 

when in school. Please engage with this as 

much as possible to celebrate your children's 

wonderful moments.  

Any questions or worries please email in to 

the school office at 

admin@gaglebrook.org.uk and it will be 

passed along to us. 

 

At Gagle Brook, learning will be driven by: 

Knowledge & Skills Enquiring Minds Language Rich Values & One Planet Principles 

mailto:admin@gaglebrook.org.uk


Our learning is carefully 

sequenced to ensure that the 

children consolidate the 

knowledge and skills previously 

learnt and new skills are built 

upon in small, incremental steps. 

The children will take their 

learning deeper before covering 

new content.  

  

We care about our learning and the 

children will demonstrate this 

through having enquiring minds and 

asking questions. There are no limits 

to curiosity, questioning and 

challenge, whether children are 

actively learning inside or in our 

extensive outdoor classroom 

environment whilst building 

resilience, independence and a ‘can 

do’ attitude.  

We will provide the children with a 

school environment which is rich in 

opportunities for exploring language 

and acquiring new language skills. Key 

vocabulary will be displayed in the 

classroom and children will make use 

of this within their learning. We will 

immerse children in high quality texts 

across the curriculum and continue our 

‘Reading for Pleasure’ ethos.  

Our values and one planet principles sit at the 

heart of our school community. Each term we 

choose a key figure who represents our values and 

the children learn about them. This term the 

children will learn about Greta Thunberg

 and what makes her a significant 

individual.  

Our Value this term is:  

Empathy 

Our Key Figure this term is: 

Greta Thunberg 

Our One Planet Principles are:  

Sustainable Transport 

Zero Carbon 

Land Use and Wildlife 
 

  



 

Prime Areas of Learning  

Communications and Language 
Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
Physical Development 

As Successful 

Learners… 

The children have already grown so much in confidence this 
year and are showcasing new vocabulary learnt along the 

way. 

This term we will continue to develop this further through 

whole class discussions and circle times, introducing new 

vocabulary and encouraging children to share their ideas. 

We will encourage the children to try to resolve any 

conflicts or disagreements by using our ‘values’ through 

words to communicate and explain how they are feeling. 

We are also excited to work as a class to develop our 

storytelling, focussing on the characters within a story, the 

setting, creating a problem and a solution.  

Our role play and small world play will transform over the 

term focusing in on our topic of transport. The children will 

have the opportunity to become lorry drivers, mechanics, 

car wash attendants, architects, builders, and the children’s 

favourite, of Health and Safety Executives. 

Through the use of books and stories, inclusive of 
the Ravi’s Roar, Ruby’s worry, Meesha makes 

friends and the continued use of ‘The Colour 

Monster’, we will help children to understand 

their own emotions and how their actions can 

affect others around them.  

Alongside this we also follow the Jigsaw PSHE 

Scheme. Our topic for this term is Dreams and 

Goals which will help children to talk about what 

they want to achieve and how we can get there 

together. We will have great fun setting challenges 

and aiming for the stars with a celebration at the 

end of the 6 weeks to reward our achievements! 

We will also continue to work on our confidence 

as individuals and talk 

about friendship, how to 

be a good friend and how 

to stand up for ourselves 
if someone says or does 

something unkind. 

Opportunities for physical development are 
ongoing throughout the day as children ride 

bikes, run, hop, skip and climb outside or whilst 

they carefully arrange small loose parts to create 

a picture, thread beads onto a pipe cleaner or 

paint a beautiful picture.  

We will have lots of opportunities to join in with 

‘Dough Gym’ working on fine motor skills and 

getting those fingers ready to write and Squiggle 

while you Wiggle’ to improve those gross motor 

skills whilst having lots of fun.  

 

We will continue to encourage children to try 

and put on their own shoes, wellies and coats to 

toilet independently.  

As successful learners we 
will continue to learn with 

others. 

 

We will be encouraged to 

feel safe in our learning and 

feel that “we can”. 

 

We will be involved in 

reviewing and improving 

our learning. 

 

We will be encouraged to 

have fun and enjoy our 

learning. 

 

 Specific Areas of Learning 

Literacy Maths Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  

We will continue to develop a real 

love of books both fiction and non-

fiction by reading and sharing 

books as often as possible 

throughout the week. 

Every child has their own “reading 

diary” to bring home, and we 

would ask that each time you share 

a story at home that you record it 

in their book and then keep it in 

their school bag to travel 

backwards and forwards between 

home and school. Ducklings staff 

look through on a regular basis and 

will stamp each entry into their 

diaries. Then when they have 

reached 15 stamps, we go to share 

their successes with Mrs Holloway 

for a sticker, with a small prize on 

We have introduced the children to the 

numbers 1 - 3 and have represented them in 

lots of different ways e.g. dice patterns, using 

fingers or on 5 frames. This term we will 

work to develop the children’s understanding 

of quantity, comparison, more, fewer using 

numbers 1 – 3 and beyond. Children will work 

to become confident in using sentence stems 

such as: one more than_ is_ and one fewer 

than_ is_. 

We continue to encourage an interest in 

subitising – the ability to see how many there 
by the pattern they form rather than needing 

to count them. 

Children will use different representations to 

investigate further with the use of jottings, 5 

frames, numicon, cubes, natural resources.  

We will continue to introduce language linked 

to shapes and to recognise whether they are 

This term we are excited to continue 

with our weekly, outdoor welly walks, 

Welly Wednesday. We will be finding out 

more about Antarctica as a place, animals 

that live there and how we can support 

birds in the winter months.  

We investigate everyday technology, 

particularly torches and how to program 

BeeBots to move around the classroom 

using the buttons rather than pushing 

them along. Our Online Safety focus will 

be ‘Online Reputation’ and ‘M’ for never 
agree to ‘meet’ up with anyone online. 

In expressive art and design we 

will be encouraging the children 

to explore different medias to 

see what they do and how they 

can manipulate them to make 

new and exciting explorations. 

From making our own playdough, 

mixing powder paints, writing in 

shaving foam and we can’t wait to 

see their amazing junk modelling 

creations – tunnels, boats, 

garages, aeroplanes, tractors, 

bikes… the list is endless! 

We will sing on a daily basis, so 

the children build up a broad 

repertoire of songs and rhymes 

that they are familiar with. We 

will explore how we can make 

sounds using the children's own 

bodies, objects from around the 

Values for life 

 

The value for term 3 is: 

Empathy 

 

Our key figure this term 

is:  

Greta Thunberg 



offer for every 30 stamps received. 

This allows us to celebrate your 

child being exposed to lots of 

books and embeds a love of 

reading! 

2D: triangles, squares, circles etc, or if they 

are 3D: cubes, cuboids, cylinders and spheres.   

classroom and instruments in the 

music room.   

 


