
Gagle Brook Primary School – Reception Spring Term 1 2022 

Big Question: Can we investigate?  With a focus on Science 

 

Texts we will enjoy together as a class: 

Duck in the Truck 

Izzy Gizmo 

Mrs Armitage on Wheels 

Rosie Revere Engineer 

Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing 

Emma Jane’s Aeroplane 

The Runaway Train 

The Train Ride 

Faster, faster, Little Red Train 

The Hundred Double Decker Bus 

Mad about Trucks and Diggers 

Lost and Found 

Emergency! 

 

 

 

This term our curriculum focus will be Science 

(Understanding the World). Our topic will be based 

around transport - investigating different types of vehicles, 
how they move, how they help us in day to day life and 

how we can help the environment further when thinking 

about how we travel. We have so many exciting things 

planned for the children! 
 

Key dates for the diary: 
6th - Start of new ‘enquiry question’ – Can we investigate? 

18th - Winnie the Pooh Outdoor Learning Day 

26th - Australia Day 

28th - International Lego Day 

28th - Maths Workshop for parents at 8.45am (Early Years) 

7th - Safer Internet Week 

8th - Safer Internet Day  

17th - ‘Our Learning Showcase’ for parents 2pm  

17th – Random Acts of Kindness Day 

18th End of Term  

28th Back to School - Start of Term Four  

 

At Gagle Brook, learning will be driven by: 

Knowledge & Skills Enquiring Minds Language Rich Values & One Planet Principles 

Our learning is carefully 

sequenced to ensure that the 

children consolidate the 

knowledge and skills previously 

learnt and new skills are built 

upon in small, incremental steps. 

The children will take their 

learning deeper before covering 

new content.  

  

We care about our learning and the 

children will demonstrate this 

through having enquiring minds and 

asking questions. There are no limits 

to curiosity, questioning and 

challenge, whether children are 

actively learning inside or in our 

extensive outdoor classroom 

environment whilst building 

resilience, independence and a ‘can 

do’ attitude.  

We will provide the children with a 

school environment which is rich in 

opportunities for exploring language 

and acquiring new language skills. Key 

vocabulary will be displayed in the 

classroom and children will make use 

of this within their learning. We will 

immerse children in high quality texts 

across the curriculum and continue our 

‘Reading for Pleasure’ ethos.  
  

Our values and one planet principles sit at the 

heart of our school community. Each term we 

choose a key figure who represents our values and 

the children learn about them. This term the 

children will learn about Frida Khalo and what 

makes her a significant individual.  

Our Value this term is:  

Empathy 

 

Our Key Figure this term is: 

Greta Thunberg 

 

Our One Planet Principles are:  

Sustainable Transport 

Zero Carbon 

Land Use and Wildlife 
 

  

Key Vocabulary 

Transport 

Vehicle 

Distance 

Long, short 

Longer, shorter 

Longest, shortest 

Sustainable 

Measure 

Investigate 

Experiment 

Garage, engine, tyre, wheel 

 



 

Prime Areas of Learning  

Communications and Language 
Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
Physical Development 

As Successful 

Learners… 

The children have already grown so much in confidence this 
year and are showcasing new vocabulary learnt along the 

way. 

This term we will continue to develop this further through 
whole class discussions and circle times, introducing new 

vocabulary and encouraging children to share their ideas. 

We will encourage the children to try to resolve any 

conflicts or disagreements by using our ‘values’ through 
words to communicate and explain how they are feeling. 

We are also excited to work as a class to develop our 

storytelling, focussing on the characters within a story, the 

setting, creating a problem and a solution.  

Our role play and small world play will transform over the 

term focusing in on our topic of transport. The children will 

have the opportunity to become waiters and waitresses, 

mechanics, people who help us, air attendants… the list 
goes on! 

Through the use of books and stories, inclusive of 
the ‘Worryasaurus’ and the continued use of ‘The 

Colour Monster’, we will help children to 

understand their own emotions and how their 
actions can affect others around them.  

Alongside this we also follow the Jigsaw PSHE 

Scheme. Our topic for this term is Dreams and 

Goals which will help children to talk about what 
they want to achieve and how we can get their 

together. We will have great fun setting challenges 

and aiming for the stars with a celebration at the 
end of the 6 weeks to reward our achievements! 

We will also continue to work on our confidence 

as individuals and talk 

about friendship, how to 
be a good friend and how 

to stand up for ourselves 

if someone says or does 
something unkind. 

Opportunities for physical development are 
ongoing throughout the day as children ride 

bikes, run, hop, skip and climb outside or whilst 

they carefully arrange small loose parts to create 
a picture, thread beads onto a pipe cleaner or 

paint a beautiful picture. Fine Motor 

opportunities will also be planned for including 
‘Dough Gym’ and Squiggle while you Wiggle’ as 

interventions.  

There will be daily handwriting lessons as part of 

our phonics sessions, to work on the pencil 
control and correct formation of letters.  

Finally, we will also enjoy weekly PE lessons 

which will focus on throwing and catching this 

term, through investigating distance. The 
children will work to develop their control over 

an object through pushing, patting, throwing and 

kicking.   

As successful learners we 
will continue to learn with 

others. 

 
We will be encouraged to 

feel safe in our learning and 

feel that “we can”. 
 

We will be involved in 

reviewing and improving 

our learning. 
 

We will be encouraged to 

have fun and enjoy our 
learning. 

 

 
Specific Areas of Learning 

Literacy Maths Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  

We will continue to develop a real 
love of books both fiction and non-

fiction by reading and sharing 

books as often as possible 
throughout the week. 

Our daily phonics lessons will 

continue to focus on reinforcing 

phonic knowledge and the blending 
of 3 and 4 sound words, 

developing the correct letter 

formation and developing 

confidence with reading simple 
sentences. Children will read daily 

in school in Read, Write Inc 

Phonics sessions as well as a 
weekly individual read. We ask that 

children read daily at home too.   

This term we will focus on writing 

using our sounds to create words 
and simple sentences. 

We have introduced the children to the 
numbers 1-10 and have represented them in 

lots of different ways e.g. dice patterns or on 

10 frames. This term we will work to develop 
the children’s understanding of quantity, 

comparison, more, fewer using numbers 1 – 10 

and beyond. Children will work to become 

confident in using sentence stems such as: one 
more than_ is_ and one fewer than_ is_. 

We will look start to look at tens and ones 

using ten frames, with a focus on the number 

10 (11 is 10 and 1, 12 is 10 and 2, 13 is 10 and 
3). Children will use different representations 

to investigate further with the use of jottings, 

ten frames, numicon, cubes, natural resources.  

We will continue to introduce language linked 
to shapes when discussing things in the 

environment and we will start to think about 

‘patterns’, how to identify the ‘rule’ so we can 
continue or recreate it with confidence.   

This term we are excited to continue 
with our weekly, outdoor welly walks. 

These will happen on a Tuesday 

afternoon. We will be finding out more 
about Antarctica as a place, animals that 

live there and how we can support birds 

in the winter months.  

As Historians, we are going to 
investigate the occupations of people 

who help us and how they make a huge 

difference to our lives. Each week, we 

will focus on one occupation, starting 
with Policemen. We are also going to 

link these special people to our topic of 

transport.   

We are also going to continue 
investigating technology in our everyday 

lives. This term we will focus on 

creating shapes and text and moving 
these around the screen. 

Our Art focus for this term is 3D 
sculpture. The children will be 

taught different folding and 

assembling techniques to support 
their model making. We can’t 

wait to see their amazing 

creations – tunnels, boats, 

garages, aeroplanes, tractors, 
bikes… the list is endless! 

We will sing on a daily basis so 

the children build up a broad 

repertoire of songs and rhymes 
that they are familiar with. We 

will explore how we can make 

sounds using objects from around 
the classroom and instruments in 

the music room.  By the end of 

term, we aim for children to sing 
and play matching pitch and 

melody. 

Values for life 

 

The value for term 3 is: 

Empathy 

 

Our key figure this term 

is:  

Greta Thunberg 

 


